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Serious Meditations 
UPON THE 


Four Laſt THINGS; 


| DEATH, | much Ex] 
| And 44 
| JUDGMENT, HELL, 
Unto which is added, | 
Ebal and Gerizzim;, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| J'* $ Author having Publiſh'd many Books, 

-_ Which have gone oft very well; There are 
certain Ballad-fellers about Newgate, and on Lox- 
don-Bridge, who have put the wo firit Letters 
of this Author's Name, and his Effgies to their 
Rhimes and Ridiculous Books, ſuggefting to the 
Worldas if they were his: Now knovy, that this 


; "Author publiſheth his Name at large to all his 
! Books; and what you ſhall ſee otherwiſe he 
difownes... - <.. ; 


'A CATALOGUE of Mr, John } 
Bunzans BOOKS. 


Race Abounding, or the Anthor' $ Cons 
KW . yerſion, 
2. Greatneſs of the Soul, wich the uft- 
fpeakableneſs of its Loſs, 
” | 3- Sighs from Hell, or the Groans of a damned | 
Soul. 
4. InſtruQtions for the Ignorant. - 


- 


1 COM. 


* $5, Come and welcome to Jeſus Chriſt. 
2 5s, Water of Life proceeding out of the Throne 
© | of God. 


7. Publican and Phariſce at Prayer. 
" | y I will Pray with the Spirit, and with the t Un- 
- derſtanding alſo. 
9. Law and Grace, or the Nature of the rio 
Covenants. - -23 
s 10, The Barren Fig-tree, 
11, The ſtrait Gate, | 
12, Chriſtian Behaviour. ns", 
13. A holy Life the Duty of Chriſtians. © ;} 
14. Country Rhimes for Children, upon ſeremy 
oc” things. 
» The Fear of Gcd. 
+7 Saved by Grace, 
17. Ele&tion and Reprobation, 
{ 18. A Map of Salvation and Damnation. | 
*” 19. Good News for the. Vileſt of Men, or help 
for deſpairing Souls. 
20, Li = for them that fic in Parkgeſs. - ET 


FF. £ 
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* 2r- Juſtification by Jeſus Chriſt ; againſt Door 

Feowler's, %c. 

22, Confeſſion of Faith and Reaſon of Praftice 
in Worſhip. 

23. Difference in Judgment about Water Bap- 
tiſm, no bar to Communion. 

24. Peaceable Principles and True. 

25, Some Goſpel Truths opened. 

26, . A Vindication of chat, 

27. Firſt Day the Chriſtian Sabbath. 

28, The Houſe of God. 

29, Adyicc to Sufferers. 

39». The Advocateſhip of Jeſus Chriſt. 

31. Temple Types, and Service and . Building 
explained, 

32. Holy City. 

33. Holy War. | 

34» Pilgrims Progreſs, the-firſt Part, with Cuts. 

33: Pilgrims Progreſs, the ſecond Part, with Cyts. 

36. Life and Death of Mr. Badman, with Cuts. - 

37. Four laſt things, Death, Judgment, Heaven 
and Hell, Ebal and Gerizzim, wikh Priſon Me- 
dttations. 


38.. ReſurreRion from the Dead, and Eternal 


* Fudgmenr. 
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- Whey muſt have Weal or Woe.. 


INTRODUCTION ? 


TO THE 


Enfuing Diſcourſe. 


" 

: J ki Lines I at this time preſent 

To all that will them heed ; 
Wherein I ſhew to what intent 

God ſaith, Convert with ſpeed. 


IT, For theſe Four Things come on apace, 
hich we ſhould know full well, 
Both Death and Judgment, and, in place, - 
Next to them, Heav'n and Hell, 


IIT. For doubtleſs, Man was never born 
or this Life, and no moe : 
o, in the ReſurreFion Morn 


IV. Can any think, that God ſhould take - . 
hat pains, to form a Man 1 
o bke himſelf, anly to. make oY 
Im here a momenr ſtand? 
A 


Ys UT <-> 
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V. Or that he ſhould make ſuch ado, 
| By 7uſtice, and by Grace; 
' By Prophets and Apoſtles roo, 
?/, That Men might fee his Face. 
| 


VI. Or that the Promiſe he hath made, 
Alfo the Threatnings great, 
Should in a moment end and fade; 
O! No this 1s a Cheat, 


VII. Befides, who is ſo mad ( or wor(e ) 
To think that Chriſt ſhould come , 
From Glory, to be made a Curſe, 
And that in Sinners room. 


| VHI. If nothing ſhould by us be had, 
; When we are gone from hence; 
| Burt Vanities while here, O mad 
And fooliſh Confrdence ! 


Ms IX. Again, Shall God who'i the Truth, 
"k Say, There is Heaven and Hell; © 
And ſhall men play that Trick of Youth, 
To fay, But who can tell? 


X, Shall he that keeps his Promiſe ſure 
In things both tow and fmall, 
| Yet break it like a Man impure, 
In Matters great'ſt of all? | 


XI. Chlet all tremble at that thought, 
o That puts on God the lye, 


, 


upon the Four laſt Things; 
That faith Men ſhall turn into nought, 


EWhen they be fick and dye. 


XII. Alas, Death is bur as the Door, 


: Through which all meh do pals, 


To that which they for eyermore 


Shall have by Wrath or Grace. 


X[IT, Let all therefore that read my Lines, 


* Apply them eo the Heart, 
3 Yea, let them read, and turn betimes, 
# And get the better part, 


XIV. Mind therefore whatT treat on here; 
Yea, mind and weigh ir well; 
Tis Death and Judgment, and a clear 
Diſcourſe of Heaven and Hell, 


Of Death. 


I, [yEth, as a King Rampant and ſtour, 
The World he dare ingage3 


"FHe Conquers all, yea and doth rout 


The great, ſtrong, wiſe, and ſage. 


2. No King ſo grear, nor Prince ſo ftrong, 


Bur Death can make to yield, 


Yea, bind and lay them all along, 


'JaAnd make them quit the Field, 


A 2 3- Where 


4 Serious Meditations 


3. Where are the Vicors of the World, 
With all their men of might ? 
Thoſe that together Kingdoms hurl'd, 
By Death are put to flight. 


4. How feeble 1s the ſtrongeſt hand, 
When Death begins to gripe ? 
The-Giant-now leaves off to ſtand, 
Much lefs withſtand and fight, } 


s. The man that hath a Lions face, 
Muſt here give place and bend, 
Yea, though his Bones were bars of braſs, 
*Tts yain here to contend, 


6. Submit he muſt to feeble ones, 
To Worms who will encloſe / 
His skin and flefh, ſinews and bones, : 
And will thereof diſpoſe 


7, Among themſelves, as Merchants do 
The prizes they have got 3 
Or as the Souldiers give unto 
Each man the ſhare and lor, 

8, Whichthey by dint of Sword have won, 
From their moſt daring foe; 
While he lyes by as ſtill as ftone, 
Not knowing what they do. 


9. Beaury Death turns to rottennefs, 
And Youth to wrinckled Face ; 


upon the Four laſt Things. 


The Witty he brings to diſtreſs, 
And Wantons to diſgrace. 


, 
d, 


10, The wild he tames, and ſpoils the micth- 
Df all that wanton are , 
He rakes the worldling from his worth, 
\nd poor man from his Care. 


8 11, Death favours none, he lays at all, 
ZOf all ſorts and degree 

ZBoth Old and Young, both great and (mall, 
#Rich, Poor, and bound, and free. 


12, No fawning Words will flatter him, 
Nor Threatnings make him fart ; 
He favours none for worth or kin, 
#All muſt taſte of his Dart, 


þ 13. What ſhall I ſay, the Graves declare 
& That Death ſhall Conquer all; - 

There lyethe £kuls, duſt, bones, and there . 
8 The Mighty daily fall, 


14. The very looks of Death are grim 
And paſtly ro behold ; 
on, I} Yea, rhough but in a Dead-mans-skin, 
When he1s gone and cold, 


YZ 15. How fraid are ſome of dead-mens beds, 
$And others of their bones ; 
2 They neither care to ſee their Heads, 
I Nor yet to hear their Groans, 
| A 3 16, Naw 
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16, Now all theſe things are but the ſhade 
And badges of his Coat ; 
The Glaſs that runs, the Sythe and Spade, 
? hough weapons more remote. 


g 

17, Yet ſuch as make poor mortals ſhrink {5 

And fear, when they are told, j1 

Theſe things are ſigns that they muſt drink 
With death, O then how cold 


1 
| xj 
18. It ſtrikes them to the heart! how do | S 
They ſtudy it to ſhun! , 
Indeed who can bear up? and who. 
Can from theſe ſhakings run ? : 
19. But how much more then when he comes | 


To graftte with thy Heart ; | 
To bind with Thread thy Toes and Thumbs, 
And fetch thee in his Carr, 


20. Then will he cut thy filver Cord, q 4 
And break thy Golden Bow! , k 
Yea, break that Pitcher which the Lord 
Made Cabin for thy Soul, 


—— 
=—_ 


21, Thine Eyes that now arequick of ſight, 
Shall then no way eſpy, 
How to eſcape this doleful plight, 
For Death will make thee dye, | 
? | 
22, Thoſe Legs that now can nimbly ran, 
Shall chen with faintneſs fail 


To 


upol! the Four laſt Things. 
© © 5To take one ſtep Death's Dart to ſhun, 
}When he doth thee aſlall, 
9 
23. That Tongue that now can boaſt and brag, 
Shall then by Death be ty'd 
k #50 faſt, as not to ſpeak or wag, 
f Though Death lyes by thy ſide. 


24+. Thou that did'ſt once encline thine Ear 
| Unto the Song and Tale, 
' Shall only now Death's Meſſage hear, 
| While he with Face moſt pale, 


25, Doth reaſon with thee how thy days 
| Hath hitherto been ſpent ; 
nes | And what have been thy deeds and ways, 
{ Since God thee time hath len, 


26, Then will he ſo begin to tear 
| Thy Body from thy Soul, | 
* And both from Life, if now thy Care 
! Be not on Grace to roll. 


| 27. Death puts on things another face 
| Than we in health do ſee: 

Sin, Satan, Hell, Death, Life, and Grace 
| Now great and weighty be. , 


; 28, Yea, now the Sick-man's Eye Is ſet 
Upon a World to come : 
He alſo knows too without ler, 


! That there muſt be his Home. 
. RY 4 29» Enther by 


' 8 
_ 
of 
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29. Eicher in Joy, in Bliſs, and Light, 
Or Sorrow, Woe, and Grief; 
Either with Chriſt and Saints in white, 
Or Fiends without Relic. 


30, But oh the ſad eſtate, that then 
They will be in that dye 
Both void of Grace and Life ; poor men 
How will they fear and cry, | 


31, Ha! Live I may nor, though I would 
For Life give more than all ; 
And dye I dare not, though I ſhould 
The World gain by my fall. 


32. No, here he muſt no longer ſtay, 
He feels his Life run out, 
His Night is come, alſo the day 
That makes him fear and doubt. 


33. He feels his very Vitals dye, 
All waxeth pale and wan ; 
Nay worſe he fears, to miſery 
He ſhortly muft be gone, 


34+ Death doth already ſtrike his Heart, 
With his moſt fearful ſttmg 
Of Guilt, which makes his Conſcience ſtart 
And quake at every thing, 


35. Yea, as his body doth decay 
By a contagious grichy 


Ek WR -, 


upon the Four laſt Things. 


(So his poor Soul doth faint away 
ithour hope or relief, 


9 | & 


* 25. Thus while the man is in this ſcare, 
#Death doth till at him lay; 

Live, dye, fink, (wim, fall foul or fair, 
{Death ſtill holds on his way. 


37. Still pulling of him from his place 
{Full fore againſt his Mind ; 

4 Death like a Sprite ſtares 1n his face, 

j And doth wi:h links'him bind, 


; 38. And carries him into his den, 
RK In darkneſs there to lye 

Among the ſwarms of wicked men 

| In griet cternally, 


39, For only he, that God do; h fear, 
{ will now be counted wiſe: 
: Yea, he that fearcth him, while here, 
j He only wins the Prize, 


40. **Tis he that ſhall by Angels be 
' Attended to that bliſs, 
| That Angels have, for he, O he! 
Of glory ſhall nor miſs. 


41. Thoſe weapons and thoſe tnſtruments 
Of death, that others fright ; 
Thoſe dreadful fears and diſcontents 


That brings on fome that night 3 


_ 


'E 6« 
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4+ 48, An Helmet on his head doth ſtand, 
+ &A Brcaft-plate on his Hears ; 


Senous Meditations 
42. That never more ſhall haye a day, 
Brings this man to that reſt 


Which none can win but only they 
Whom God hath call'd, and bleſt 


» [. PI. © ZI « —— * 


43. With the firſt fruits of ſaving grace, 
Wirth faith, hope, love, and fear 
Him to offend; this man his face | 
In viſions high and clear, : 


44+ Shall in that light which no Eye can 
Approach unto, behold 
The rayes and beams of Glory, and 
Find there his Name inrol'd 


45- Among thoſe glittering Scars of light 
Thar Chriſt ſtill holdeth faſt 


* - Tnhis right hand with all his might, 


Uaril chat dangers paſt, 
dro 
45. That ſhakes the world, and moſt hath: | 
Into grief and diſtreſs, | 
O- bleſſed then 1s he that's wrapt 
In Chriſt his righteouſneſs, 


47- This is the man Death cannot kill 5 
For he hath put on arms; 1 
Him-Sin nor Satan hath not skill 
To hurt with all their charms, 


» AC. [ -_- - 


upon the Four laſt Things... wt 


| A Shield alſo is in his Hand, 


That blunteth. every Darr. 


49. Truth girds him round the Reins, al 
His Sword 1s on his Thigh; 
His Feet in Shooes of Peace do go 
The ways of Purity. 


50, His Heart it groaneth to the Lord, 
Who hears him at his cal}, 
And doth him help and ſtrength afford, 
Wherewith ke conquers all, 


$I, Thus fortify'd he keeps the field 
While Death is gone and fled ; 
And then lies down upon his Shield 
Till Chriſt doth raiſe the dead, 


Of Zudgment. 


I. A® 'ris appoinred men ſhould dye, 
So gn 15 the next, 

That meer them muſt afluredly ; 

For (© ſaith holy Text. 


2. Wherefore of [udgment I ſhall now: 
Inform you, what I may ; 
That you may ſee what cis, and haw 
'Twill be with Men that Day. 


3+ This World it hath a time to ſtand, 
Which time, when ended, then 
Wilt ifſve Judgment our of hand 


Upon all ſorts of Men, OE! 
4. The 
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4- The Judge we find, in Gods Record, 
The Son of Man, for he 
By God's appointment is made Lord, 
And Judge of all that be ; 


i s. Wherefore this Son of man ſhall come 
1: At la{t, to Count wichal 3 

4; And unto them ſhall give juſt doom, 
Whether they ſtand or fall, 


»”. 6, Behold ye now the Majeſty 

4 And State that ſhall attend |; 

1; This Lord, this Judge, and Juſtice high, 
1%; When he doth now deſcend. 


7. He comes with Head as white as ſnow; 
With Eyes like flames of fire; 
In Juſtice clad from top to toe, 
Moſt glorious in attire, 


£ 
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. 
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it . 8. His Face is fill'd with gravity, 
\ His Tongue is like a Sword ; 
i}. His Preſence aws both ſtont and high, 
[0 | The World ſhakes at his Word. 
ej 9. He com&pin flaming fire, and 
9% With Angels clear and bright, 

,, Each with a Trumpet in his hand, 
i Cloathed in ſhining white, 
"Ih 
$: 10» The Trump of God (ounds in the Air, 
+ Fe dead do hear his Yoice 
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The 


upon the Four laſt Things. 


| The living too, run here and there, 
7? Who made not him their Choice, 


\ 11, Thus to his place he doth repair, 
z ( Appointed for his Throne ) 
| Where he will fit tro Judge, and where 
! He'l Count with every one, 


; 12. Angels attending on his hand 

By thouſands on a roe ; 

1\Yea, thouſand chouſands by him flarid, 
% f And at his beck do go, 


17. Thus being ſet, the Books do ope, 
> In which all Crimes are writ, 
+ All Vertues too, of Faith and Hope, 
| Ot Love; and every whit, 


14. Of all that Man hath done-or ſaid, 
> Ordid intend ro do; 
> Whether they fin'd, or were afraid 
2; Evil to come into. 
\ 
15. Before this Bar each Sinner novy, 
$4 In Perſon muſt appear, 
Under his Judgment there to bow 
$ With trembling, and with fear : 


15, Within whoſe breaſt a witneſs then 
W1ll certainly ariſe, 
Thar to each Charge will ſay, Am2n: 
While they (eek and deviſe 


17, To 
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17. To ſhun the Sentence which the Lord 


Againſt them then will read 
Our of the Books of God's Record, 
With Majefty and Dread, 


18, But every Heart ſhall op'ned be 
Before this Judge moſt high ; 
Yea, every thougitt ro Judgment he 
W1ll bring afſuredly. 


19. And every Word and AQion too 
He there will manifeſt ; 
Yea, all that ever thou didſt do, 
Or keep within thy Breaſt. 


20. Shall then be ſeen and laid before 
| The World that then will ſtand 

' To ſee thy Judge open every lore, 
And all thy evils ſcan'd. 


21. Weighing each ſin and wickedneſs 
With ſo much equity, 
Properrtioning of thy diſtreſs, 
And woful miſery. 


22. With ſo-much juſtice, doing right, 
That thou thy ſelf ſhalt ſay, 
My fins have brought me to this plight, 
I threw my ſelf aivay 


23, Into that gu'f my fins have brought 
Me jullly.to pollcſs, 


Ka 
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' For which I blame not Chriſt, I wrought 
' It out by wickedneſs, 


_ Hathbeen therewith commixed, and 


upon the Four laſt Things. 15 


24. But oh ! how willingly would theſe 
That chus in Judgment be, 
If that they might have help or eaſe, 
Unto the Mountains flee, 


28. They would rejoyce if that they mighr 
But underneath them creep, 
To hide them from revenging Right, 
For fear of which they weep. 


26, Bur all in vain, the Mountains then 
Will all be fled and gone ; 
No ſhelter will be found for Men, 
That now are left alone. 


27, For ſuccour they did not rezard,. 
When Chriſt by Grace did call 
To them, therefore they are not heard, 
No Mountains on them fall, 


28. Before this Judge no one ſhall ſhroud 
Himſelf, under pretence 
Of Knowledge, which hath made him proud, 
Nor ſeeming Penitence. | 


29, No high Profeſſion here can ſtand, 
Unleſs Sincerity 


Brought forth Simplicity. 
mY 30, Na 
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309» No Mask nor. Vizor here can de 
#' The Heart that rotten 1s ; 

I: All Cloaks muſt now be laid afid-. 

i No Sinner muſt have blifc, 


31, Though moſt approve of thee, aud court 
Thee upright in thy Heart, 
y: Yea, though preferr'd and made ſurmount 
. Moit men to a@thy parr. 


” $32, In treading where the godly trod, 
4, As to an outward ſhew ; 

14 Yerthis holds ſtill, the grace of God 

i Takes hold on but a few, 


[ ' 33. Soas to make them truly ſuch, 
{a As then ſhall ſtand before 

{!- This Judge with gladneſs ; this is much, 
{11 Yet trae for evermore, 


34. The Tree of Life this Paradiſc 
Doth always beautify 
fy: "Cauſe of our health it is the riſe 
th And-pcrpetuity, 
Wi Ne! j 


« 
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3s.. Here ſtands the golden throne of Grace 
| From out of which dorun , 
Thoſe chryſtal ſtreams that make this place 

s, ; Far brighter than the Sun. 


oh 


b 


36. Here ſt1nds Mount Sion with her King, - | 
1 $7" aſelem above, Th | 
"That 


% 
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iThat holy and delightful thing, 
#50 beautify 'd with love. 


1 37. That as a Mother ſuckers thoſe 
Which of her body be, 

-» So ſhe far more, all ſuch as cloſe 
| m with her Lord. And ſhe 

33, Her gates, her everlaſting doors 
W1ll open wide unto 
Them all, with welcome, welcome, poor, 
Rich, bond, free, high and low, 


{ 39. Unwo the Kingdom which our Lord 
{ Appointed hath for all 

That hath his Name and Word ador'd, 
Becauſe he did them call 


| 40, Unto that work, which alfo they 
# Sincerely did fulfill, | 

| Not ſhunning always to obey 
8 His gracious holy will. 


4þ Beſides this much doth beaurify 
This goodly Paradiſe, 
{ Thar from all quarters conſtantly 
Whole thouſands, asthe price 


42. Of precious Blood, do herearrivye, 
As ſafe eſcaping all, 
Sin, Hell, and Satan did contrive 
Tobring them into thrall, 


43-Each 


>. 
. 
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43+ Each telling his deliverance 

T'th' open face of Heaven 3 

Sciil calling to remembrance 

How fiercely they were driven 


44+ By deadly Foe, who did purſue 
As ſwift as Eagles fly ; 
Which if thou have not, down thou muſt, 
With thoſe that ther: ſhall dye 
The ſecond Death, and be accurſt 
Of God. For certainly 


45+ The truth of Grace ſhail only here 
Withoar a bluſh be bold 


To ſtand, whilſt other quakeand fear, 
And dare not once behold. 


46. That Heart that here was right for God 


| there be comforted ; 
Bur thoſe that evil ways have trod, 


i i | Shall then hang down the head, 


47- As ſore confounded with the guilt, 
That now upon them lies, 
Becauſe they did delight in filth, 
And beaſtly vanities. 


48. Or elſe becauſe they did deceive 
VVith hypocritical 
Diſguiſes their own Souls, and leave 


* | . Or ſhun that beſt of all 


- 


ly *; IE 49. Ap« 


_ 4 4 


upon the Four laſt Things. | 


49. Approved word of Righteouſneſs 
hey were invited to 
mbrace, therefore they no acceſs 

Now to him have, but woe. 


0, For every one muſt now receive 
fAccording to their ways, 
JThey that unto the Lord did cleaye 

The everlaſting Joys. | 


s T1» Thoſe that did dye in wickedneſs, 
To execution ſent, 

There ſtill to grapple with diſtreſs, 
VVYhich nothing can preven*, 


$2, Of which two ſtates I next ſhall write, 
VVherefore I pray gwe ear, 
And to them bend with all your might, 
Your Heart with filial fear, 


> *Of Heaven. 


1.L JEaven is a Place, alſo a Srate, 
It d-+th all things excell, 

No Man can fully it relate, 

Nor of its Glory tell, 


2. God made it for his Refidence: 
To fit on as a Throne, 


: ” 
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Which ſhews to us the Excellence 


t |  Whereby it may be known. 


3. Doubtlefs the Fabrick that was builc - 


For this fo great a King ; 
Moſt needs ſurpriſe thee, if thou wilt 
But duly mind the thing, 


4- Tfall that build do build to ſuit - 
The glory of their ſtate, 
What Orator ( though moſt accurte ) 
Can fully Heaven relate ? 


8s, If Palaces that Princes build. 
Which yer are made of = ] 
ſo amaze, when much beheld 
Of Heaven, what ſhall we ſay ? 


6. Ir is the high;and holy place, 


#7! No Moth can thereannoy, 


Nor make to fade that goodly grace 


8! That Saints ſhall there enjoy. 


7. Manſions for glory and for reſt 
Do there prepared ſtand, 


| Buildings eternal for the bleſt 


Are there provided, and 


8. The glory and the comlineſs,. 
By deepeſt thought none may 
With heart or mouth fully expreſs, 
Nor can before that day. 


F wi 


9. Theſe' ; 


upon.the Four laſt Things. 


9. Theſe Heay'ns-we ſee be as a (crole, 
Or garment folded up, 
Before they do rogether role, 
And ve call'd in to ſup 


F.-- | £ Y 
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10, There with the King, the Bridegroom,and 
By him are led into 
His Palace-Chambers, there to ſtand 
With his Proſpe& to view, 


11. And taſte, and ſinell, and be inflam'd, 
And ravithed to fee 
The buildings he hath for usfram'd, 
How full of Heav'n they be. 


I2+ Its ſtate alſo is marvellous 
For beauty to behold, 
All goodneſs there is plenteous, 
And better far than Gold, 


13. Adorn'd with grace and righteouſneſs, 
While fragrant ſcents of love ++ 
O're-flow with everlaſting bliſs 
All that do dwell above. 


14. The Heavwnly Majeſty, whoſe Face 
Dorth far exceed the Sun, 
W1ll there caſt forth its rays of Grace 
After this World is done, 


15. Which rays and beams will ſo poſſeſs 
=. | All chings that there ſhall dwell, 
E ES With 
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With ſo much glory, light, and bliſs, 
That none can think or tell, 


15. That Wiſdom which doth order all 
Shall there be fully ſhown; 
That Strength that bears the World there ſhall | 
By every one be known. 


17. That Holineſs and SanRiity, 
Which doth all thought ſurpaſs, 
Shall there 1n preſent purity 
Our-ſhine the Chryſtal Glaſs. 


18. The Beauty and the Comlines 
Of this All-mighty ſhall 

Make amiable with laſting bliſs 
Thoſe he thereto ſhall call, 


Wo! 19. The preſence of this God will be 
87! Eternal Life in all, 

Sil! And Health, and Gladnefs, while we ſee 
Thy Face, O Immortal ! 


20, Here will the Lord make clear and plain 
How ſweetly did agree 
His Attributes, when Chriſt was lain 
Our Saviour to be, 


21, How Wiſdom did find out the way,. 
How Strengtk did make him ſtand, 
Wi How HolineG did bear the (way, 
; Andanſyer juſt demand. CP 


- © 
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22, How all theſe Attributes did bend 
hemſelves to work our Life 


horow the Chriſt, whom God did ſend 
0 ſave us by his Might, 


ll Y 23. All this will ſparkle in our Eye 
ithin the Holy Place, 
\nd greatly raiſe our Melody, 
And flow our Hearts with Grace. 


24. The largeſt thought that can ariſe 
Within the wideſt Heart 


Shall then be filled with ſurpriſe, 
And pleas'd 1n every part. 


| 25. All Myſteries ſhall here be ſeen, 
And every knot unty'd 

EleRing love that hid hath been, 

Shall ſhine on every ſide. 


26, The God of Glory here will be 
The Life of every one, 
Whoſe goodly Attributes ſhall we 
Poſſeſs then as our OWN» 


27. By Wiſdom we all things ſhall know, 
By Light all things ſhall ſee, 
By Strength [ too ] all things we ſhall do, 
hen we in Glory be. 


28. The Holy Lamb of God alſo, 
Vho for our ſakes did dye, 

e holy ones of God ſhall know, 
.JAnd that moſt perfe&ly. 
low ; . 29, Thoſe 
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29.. Thoſe ſmall and ſhort diſcoveries, _ 
That we have of him here, 

W1ll there be ſeen with open eyes, 

In Viſtons full and clear, 


bY 
| 


30. Thoſe many chouſand aQts of Grace, 
That here we feel and find, 
Shall there be read «ith open face 
Upon his heart moſt i-111 3 


31. Ther: h- vil! ſhew vs how he was 
Our Propher, r: iſt, and King 
And how he cid rnaintain our cauſe, 
And us to Glory bring, 


32, Therewe ſhall ſee how he was touch't 
With all our grief and pain, 
| As in his Word, he hath avouch't ] 
When we with him ſhall reign ; 


33. He'll ſhew us alſo how he did 
Maintain our Faith and Love, 
And why his Face ſometimes he hid 
From us, who are his Dove : 


34+ Theſe temptingtimesthatherewe have, 
We there ſhall ſee were good, 
Alfo that hidden — he gave 3 
The purchaſe of his Blood. 


238. That he ſhould ſtand for us before 
His Father, thus we read, 


'e 
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But then-ſhall ſee, and fhall adore 
im for his gracious Deed. 


35. Though we are vile, He without ſhame 
Before the Angels all, 
ayes'out his ſtrengrh, his worth, and Name, 
or us who are in thrall, 


37. This is He who was mock'd and beat, 


Spir on, and crown'd with Thorns ; 


ho for us had a bloody Swear, 
hoſe Heart was broke with ſcorns. 


32, 'Tis he who ſtands fo much our friend, 
\s ſhortly we ſhall ſee, 

ith open face, World without end, 
\nd in his Preſence be. 

( Thorns, 

39. That Head that.once was Crown'd with 
hall now with Glory ſhine, | 
har heart that broken was with Scorns, - ' 
hall flow with Life Divine, 


40, That man that here met with diſgrace, 
e there ſhall ſee ſo bright, 

hat Angels can't behold his Face 

or 1ts exceeding light, 


41. What gladneſs will poſſeſs our hearr, 
hen we ſhall ſee theſe things ; 
nat Light, and Life in every part, 
lll riſe like laſting ſprings, | 
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Cauſe Him they did confeſs. 


- Mortality from them is gone, 


They equalize the Sun 
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42. O bleſſed Face, and holy Grace, 
When fhall we ſee this day, 


Lord fetch usto this goodly place 
We humbly do thee pray. 


43. Next to this Lamb we ſhall behold 
All Saints both more and leſs, 
With whited Robes in Glory roul'd, 


44+ Each walking in his Righteouſneſs 
With ſhining Crowns of Gold, 
Triumphing ſtill in heav'oly bliſs, 
Amazing to behold.” 


45. Each Perſon for his Majeſty 
Doth repreſent a King 3 
Yea, Angel-like for Dignity, 
And Seraphims that fing. 


45. Each motion of their mind, and © 
Exch rwinkling of their eye 3 
Each word they ſpeak, and ſtep they go, 
It 1s jn purity. 


47- Immortal are they every one, 
Wrapt up in health and lighr, 


Weakneſs is turn'd to might. 
48. The Scars are not ſo clear as they, 


upon the Four laſt Things. 


Their glory ſhines-to perfe& day, 
Which day will ne're be done. 


27 


49. No ſorrow can them now annoy, 
Nor weakneſs, grief or pain, 
No faintneſs can abate their joy, 
They now in Life a) Retgn. 


$0, They ſhall nor there, as here, be vext 
With Satan, Men, or Sin, | 
Nor with their wicked hearts perplext, 
The heav'ns hath cop'd them 1n. 


$1. Thus as they ſhine in their eſtate, 
$o too 1n their degree 3 
Which'is moſt goodly to relate, 
And raviſhing to ſee, 


$2. The Majeſty whom they adore, 
Doth them in Wiſdom place 
Upon the Thrones, and thac before 
The Angels, to their grace. 


$3. The Saints of the Old Teſtament, 
Full right to their degree: 
Likewiſe the New, in excellent 
Magnificency be. 


54» Each one his badg of Glory' wears, 
According to his place, 
According as was his affairs 
Here, 1n the time of Grace. 
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ss,: Some on the right hand of the Lamb, 
Likewiſe ſome on the lefr, 
With robes and golden chains do ſtand 
Moſt grave, moſt ſage, and deft, 


$6. The Martyr here 1s known from him 
Who peaceably did dye, 
Both by the place he ſitreth in, 
And by his Dignity. 


$7. Each Father, Saint, and Frophet ſhall, 
According to his worth, 
Enjoy the honour of his Call, 
And plainly hold it forth. 


$3. Thoſe bodies which ſometimes were torn, 
And bones that broken were, 
For God's Word, he doth now adorn 
'With healch and glory fair. 


$9. Thus when in- heavenly harmony, 
Theſe blefled Saints appear, 
Adorn'd with grace and Majefty, 
Whar gladne(s will be there. 


60, The light, and grace, and countenance, 
The leaſt of theſe ſhall have, 
W1ll fo with terror them advance, 
And make their face ſo grave, 


61. That at them all the world will ſhake, 
When they lift up their head 3 ; 
Princes 


» > > in. Ca 
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Princes and Kings will at them quake, 
And fall before them dead. 


62, This ſhall we ſee, thus ſhall we be, 
O would the day were come, 
Lord Jeſus take us up: to rhee, 
To this defired home. 


63. Angels alſo, we ſhall behold, 
When we on high aſcend, 
Each ſhining like to men of gold, 
And on the Lord attend. 


64. Theſe goodly creatures, full of grace 
Shall ſtand about the Throne, 
Each one with Lightning in bI7 face, 
And ſhall to us be known. | 


6s. Theſe Cherubims with ene accord, 
Shall cry concinually, | 

Ah, holy. holy, holy Lord, 

And heaycnly Majeſty. 


66. Theſe will us in their arms embrac?2, 
And welcome us to reſt, 
And joy to ſee us clad with grace, 
And of the Heavns poſſeſt, 


67. This we ſhall hear, this we ſhall (ce, 
While raptures take us up, 
When we with bleſſed Jeſus be, 
And at his Table ſup. 


20 
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39 Serious Meditations. 


68, Oh ſhining Angels! What muſt we: 
With you lift up our Voice ? 
We muſt, and with you ever be, 
And wkh you muſt rejoyce. 


65. Our Friends that lived godly here, 
Shall there be found again, 
The Wife, the Child, and Father dear, 
With others of our Train. 


7s. Each one down to the foot in white,. 


F11''d to the brim with grace ; 
Walking among the Saints in light, 


& With gladand joyful face, 


71. Thoſe God did uſe, us to convert, 
We there with Joy ſhall meer, 
And joyntly ſhall with all our Heart, 
In Life each other greet. | 


72. A Crown to them we then ſhall be, 
A Glory and a Joy : wg 
And that before the Lord, when he 
The World comes to deſtroy. 


953- This is the place, this 1s the State 
Of all that fear the Lord ; 
Which men nor Angels may relate 


With tongue, or pen, or word. 


74. No night is here for to eclipſe 
Its ſpangling rayes fo bright, 


%. bed Pm gn I. << > £& 
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Nor doubt, nor fear to fhut che lips 
Of thoſe within this l:ghr. 


75. The ſtrings of Muſick here are tun'd, 
For heavenly Harmony, 
And every Spirit here perfum'd 
With perfe& Sanctity. 


76, Here-runs the Chryſtal ſtreams of Life, 
Quite thorow all our veins, 
And here by love we do unite 
With Glory*s golden Chains. 


77, Now that which ſweetneth all will be 
The laſting of this ſtate ; 
This heightens all we here or fee 
Toa tranſcendent rate. 


73. For ſhould the Saints enjoy all this, 
But for a certain time, : 
Oh, how would they their mark then muſs, 
And at this thing repine. | 


79, Yea, "tis not poſſible that they, 
Who then ſhall dwell on high, 
Should he content unleſs they may 
Dwell there eternally. 


80, A thought of parting with this place, 
Would bitter all their ſweer, C 
And darkneſs pur upon the Face of 
Of all they there do meet. F 
B & +. Ir, Bat -.. 
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80, But far from this, the Saints ſhall be, 
Their portion is the Lord, 
Whoſe face for ever they ſhall ſee, 
As faith the holy Word, 


81, And that with everlaſting peace, 
Toy, and felicity ; 
From this time forth, they ſhall cncreaſe 
Unto Eternity, 


Of Hell, and the Eſtate of thoſe 
that periſh. 
I, THus having ſhew'd you what I ſee 
Of Heaven, 1 now will tell 


You alſo, after ſearch, what be 
The damned wights of Helt. 


2, And oh that they who read my liaes, 
Would ponder ſoberly, ; 
And lay to heart ſuch things berimes, 
As touch Eternity, 


3. The ſleepy finner little thinks 
What ſorrows will abound 
Within him, when upon the brinks 
Of Tophet, he1s found, 


4. Hell js beyond all thought a ſtate 
& doubtful and forlorn; 
$o fearful, that none can rdate 
The pangs that rhere are born. 


upon the Four laſt Things. 


gs. God will exclude them utterly 
From his moft blefled Face, 
And them involve in miſery, 
In ſhame, and indiſgrace. 


6. God is the Fountain of all bliſs, 
Of Life, of Light, and peace; 
They then muſt needs be comfortleſs, 
* Who are depriv'd of theſe. 


7. Inſtead of Life, a living death 
Will there in all be found, 
Dyings will be in every breath, 
Thus ſorrow will abound, 


8, No light, but darkneſs here doth dwell, 
No peace, but horror ſtrange: 
The fearful damning wights of Hell 
In all, will make this change. 


9. To many things the damned's woe 
Is likened in the Word, 
And that becauſe no one can ſhew 
The vengeance of the Lord. 


10, Unto a dreadful burning Lake, 
All on a fiery flame, | 
Hell 15 compared, for to make 

All underftand the ſame, 


11. A burning Lake, a Furnace hot, 
A burning Oyen too 


B g--: Muſt 
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Muſt be the portion, ſhare, and lot 
Of thoſe which evil ſow, 


12. This plainly ſhews the burning heat 


With which 1t will oppreſs 
All hearts, and will ke burnings eat 
Their Souls with ſore diſtreſs. 


13. This burning Lake ir 1s Gods wrath 


Incenſed by the fin 
Of thoſe who dorejet his path, 
And wicked ways walk 1n. 


14. Which wrath will ſoperplex all parts 


Of Body and of Soul, 
As 1f up to the very hearts 
In burnings they did roul. 


15. Apain, to ſhew the ſtinking ſtate 
Of this ſo ſad a Caſe, 
Like burning Brimftone God doth make 
The hidings of his Face. 


16, And truly as the ſteam and ſmoak, 
And flames of Brimſtone ſmell, 
To blind the Eyes, and Stomach choak, 
Soare the panps of Hell. 


17, To ſee a Sea of Brimſtone burn, 
Who would it not afright ? 
But they whom God to Hell doth turn 
Are 1n moſt woful plight. 


: 
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13. This burning cannot quenched be, 
| No, not with tears of blood, 
{| No mournful groans in miſery 

W1ll here do any good, 


Ll 


| 19. O damned Men ! this is your fate, 
{ The day of Grace 15 done, 

| Repentance now doth come too late, 

| Mercy 15 fled and gone, 


20, Your groans and cries they ſooner ſhould 
Have ſounded in mine ears, 
| Tf Grace you would have had, or would 
| Haye me regard your tears. 


21, Me you offended with your fin, 
InſtruRions you did light, 
{ Your fins againſt my Law hath bin, 
| Tuftice ſhall have his right, © 


22, I gave my Son to do you-good, 
I gave you ſpace and time 
With him to cloſe, which you withſtood, 
And did with Hell combine, 


> mn r————_— 


23. Juſtice againſt you now 1s ſer, 
Which you cannor appeaſe ; 
Eternal Juſtice doth yourlet 
From either life or caſe, 


24. Thus he that to this place doth come, . 
May groan, and figh, and weep 3 - 
ur 
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But fin hath made that place his home, 
And there it will him keep. 


25, Wherefore Hell in another place, E'1 
Ts call'd a Priſon too, 
And all to ſhew the evil caſe, 


Of all fin doth undo. 
26, Which Priſon with its locks and bars; 
Of Gods laſting decree, 


Will hold them faſt; O how this mars 
All thought of being free. F 


27, Out at theſe brazen bars they. may. 
The Saints in glory ſee ; 
But this will not their grief allay, . 
Bilt to them torment be. . 


28. Thus they in this infernal Cave, 
Will now be holden faſt 


'- From heav'nly freedom, though they crave, 


Of it they may not taſ, | 


29, The Chains that darkneſs on them hangs, 
Still ratling in their Ears, 
Creates within them heavy pangs, 
And ſtill augments their fears. 


30. Thus hopeleſs of all remedy, 
They dyingly do fink 
Into the Jaws of miſery, 
And Seas of ſorrows drink, 


31, For 


upox the Four laſt Things. 


31- For being cop'd on every ſide 
With helpleſneſs and grief, 
Head-long into deſpair they flide 
Bereft of all relief, 
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32. Therefore this Hel! is call'd a Pir, 
Prepar'd for thoſe that dye 
The ſecond Death, a term moſt fir 
To ſhew their miſery. 


33. A Pit thar's bottomleſs 1s this, 
A Gulf of grief and wo; 
{ A Dungeon which they cannot mils, 
That will themſclyes undo. 


34- Thus without ſtay they always ſink,” 
Thus fainting ſtill they fail, | 
Deſpair they up like water drink, 

Theſe Priſoners have no ba1l, 
(gnaws, 
35+ Here meets them now that worm thar- 
And plucks their bowels our, 
The Pir too on them ſhuts her jaws 3 
This dreadful is no doubt. 


_ This gaſtly worm 1s guile for ſin, 
Which on the Conſcience feeds, 

With Vipers Teeth both ſharp and keen, 
Whiereat it ſorely bleeds, 


Ih This worm is fed by memory, 
Which ſtrialy brivgs to mind 


All 
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All things done 1n proſperity, 
As we in Scriprure find, 


33, No word, nor thought, nor aQ they did, 
Bur now is: {e: in ſight, 
Nor one of them can now be hid, 
Memory gives them light, 


39. On which the underſtanding ſtill 
W1ll judge and ſentence paſs, 
This kills the mind, and wounds the will, 
Alas, alas, alas, 


40. Oh, Conſcience is the {laughter-fhop, 
There hangs the Axe and Knife, 
'Tis there the worm makes all rhings hot, 
And wearies out the life, 


41, Here then is execution done 
On Body and on Soul, 
For Conſcience will be brib'd of none, 
But gives to all their doul. 


42, This worm, *cis ſaid, ſhall never dye, 
Bur in the belly be : 
Of all thac in.the flames ſhall lye, 
© dreadful ſight to ſee. 


43. This worm now needs muſt in them live, 
For fin will ſtill be there, 
And guilr, for God will not forgive, 
Nor Chriſt their burden bear. 


44+ Bur. 
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upon the Four laſt Things. 3g. 
44. Bur take from them all help and ſtay, 
And leave them to deſpair, 
Which feeds upon them night and day, 
This is the damned's ſhare. 


45+ Now will confuſion fo poſieſs 
Theſe Monuments of Ire, 
And ſo confound them with diſtreſs, 
\ And trouble their defire, 


45. That what to think, or what to do, 
Or where to lay their head, 
They know not *cis the damned's wo 
Tolive, and yer be dead. 


47. Theſe caſt-aways would fzin have life, 
But know they never ſhall, 


* They would forget their dreadful plight, 


Burthat ſticks faſt'ſt of all, 


43. God, Chriſt,& Heav'n, they Ons are beſt, 
Yer dare not on them think ; 
The Saints they know in joys do reſt, 
While they their tears do drink. 


49+ They cry alas, but all in yain, 
They ſtick faſt in the mire, 
They would be rid of preſent pain, 
Yer ſet themſelves on fare, 


$0. Darkneſs 1s their perplexity, 
Yer do _ hate the light, 
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:* They always ſee their miſery, 


Another falleth to their ſhare 
In this their ſad eſtate. 


With trembling _ and failing eyes, 
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Yet are themſelves all night. 


$1, They are all dead, yet live they do, 
Yer neither live nor dye, 
They dye to weal, and live to-wo, 
This 1s their miſery. 


82, Amidſt all this fo great a ſcare, 
That here I do relate, 


$3. The Legions of infernal Fiends - 
Then with them needs muſt be, 
AJuft reward for all their pains, 
This they ſhall feel and ſee. 


£4. With yellings, howlings,ſhrikes, and cries, 
And other doleful noiſe, 


T heſe are their helliſh joyes. 


$8. Theſe Angels black they-would obey,” © Þ 
| 


And ſerve with greedy mind, 
And take delight to-go aſtray, 
That pleaſure they might find, 


$6, Which pleaſure now like poiſon turns * 
Their joy to heavineſs, 
Yea, like the gall of Aſps it burns, 
And doth them ſore oppreſ*, 
+ Th $57. Now 
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87. Now 15 the joy they lived in 
All rurn'd to briniſh tears, 
And reſolute attemprs to fin, 

Turn'd into helliſh fears. 


Their hearts do prick and ake, 
While they lamear their woful caſe, 
Their loin: rotter and ſhake, 


How fully do you ſhew ! | 
The pangs that in their boſom lyes, 
And prief they undergo! 


$o greatly they bemoan, 
That Hell ir ſelf, this ro expreſs, 
Doth eccho with their groan, 


And ſay of thoſe unhappy fates 
That did them:thus undo, 


62, Alas! my grief, hard hap hadiF- 
Thoſe dolors here to find, 
A living Death, in Hell I lye, 
Involv'd with grief of mind. 


My days were longand good 


$8, The floods run trickling down their face, 


$9, O wetted cheeks, with-bleared eyes, 


60. Their dolor in.their bitterneſs: - 


6c. Thus broiling on the burning grates, 
{ They now to wailing go, 


| Pr 


_— 


63. T once was fair for light and grace, 


Lived” 
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| T livedin a bleſſed place 
Where was moſt heav'nly food. 


64+ But wretch I am, I ſlighted life, 
I choſe in death to live ; 
Oh, for theſe days now if I might, 
Ten thouſand. Worlds would give. 


68. What time had I to pray and read! 
What time to hear the Word ! 
What means to help me at my need, 
Did God to me afford ! 


66. Examples too of Piety 
I every day did ſee, 
But they abuſe and flight did 1, 
Oh, woe be unto me. 


67. I now remember how my Friend 
Reproved me of Vice, 
And bid me mind my latter end, 
Both once, and twice, and thrice. 


68. But oh, deluded man, Idid 
My back upon him turn ; 
Frernal lif: 1 did not heed, 
For.which I now do mourn. 


69. Ah, golden time, I did thee ſpend 
In Sin and Idleneſfs, 
Ah, health and wealth I did you lend 
To bring me to diſtreſs. | | 
; 70. My 
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70, My Feet toevil I let run, 
And Tongue of folly talk; 
My Eyes to vanity hath gone, 
Thus did I vainly walk. 


71, I did as greatly toil, and ſtrain 
My ſelf with Sin to pleaſe, 
As if that everlaſting gain 
Could have been found in theſe. 


72, But nothing, nothing, have I found, 
Bur weeping and alas ; 
And ſorrow which doth now ſurround 
Me, and augment my Croſs. 


73. Ah bleeding Conſcience, how did I 
Thee check, when rhon didft rel! 
Me of my faults, for which I lye 
Dead, while I live tn Hell. 


74. I took thee for ſome pceviſh foe, 
When thou didf{t me accuſe, 
Theretore I did thee buffet ſo, 
And counſel did refuſe, 


75, Thou ofcen didſt me ridings bring, .-. x 
How God did me diſlike, 
Becauſe I took delight in Sin, 

But I thy News did flight. 


76. Ah Mind, why didſt thou do thoſe things: 
That now-do work my woe ! 


Ah,. 
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Ah, Will, why waſt thou thus inclin'd 
Me ever tro undo ! 


77. My Senſes, how were you begwPd! 
When you ſaid fin was good ! 
' Ir hath in all parts me defil'd, _ 
And drown'd me like a flood. 


78, Ah, that I now a being have 
In ſorrow and in pain ; __. 
Mother, would you had been my grave, 
But this I wiſh in vain. 


79. Had I been made a Cockatrice, 
A Toad, or ſuch like thing ; 
Yea, had I been made Snow or Ice, 
Then had I had no fin. 


80. A Block, a Stock, a Stone, or Clot, . 
Is happier than I ; 
For they know neither cold nor hot 
Te live nor yet to dye. 


81, I envy now the happineſs 
Of thoſe thart are in light, 
I hate the very name of bliſs, 
"Cauſe I have there no right. 


82, I prieve to ſee that others-are 
Iz glory, life, and well 
Without all fear, or dread, or care, 
Winſe I am wrackt in Hell. 


£3. Thuswill theſe Souls with watry eyes,” 


» 


And hacking of their Teeth; 


8. ,With wringing hands, and fearful cries, - 
8. Expoſtulace their $rief, . 84. 0 


upon the Four laſt Things. 


24, O ſet their teeth they will, and gnaſh, 


And gnaw for very pain, 
While as with Scorpions God doth laſh 
Them for their Life (o vain. 


8s. Again, ſtill as they in this muſe, 
Are feeding on the fire, 
To mind there eomes yet other news, 
To ſcrue their Torments higher, 


86. Which is the length of this eſtate, 
Where they at preſent lye, 
Which in a word I thus relate, 
Tis to Eternity. 


87. This thought now is ſo firmly fix, 
In all that comes to mind, 
And alſo 1s ſo ſtrongly mixc 
With wrath of every kind. 


88. So that whatever they do-know, 
Qr ſee, or think, or feel, 
or ever. ſtill doth ſtrike them throw, 
As with a bar of ſteel. 


89, For ever ſhinethinthe fire, 
Ever is on the chains; * _ 
Tis alfo in the pir of Ire, 

And caſts in all their pains. 

90, ' For'ever ſeparate from, God, '. 

Fram Peace, and Life, and Reſt; . 


For ever underneath the Rod 
That Vengeance liketh beſt. 
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91. O. ever, ever, this will drown'd 
Them quite, and make them cry, 
. We never ſhall get © Te thy bound, 
Oh great Eternity | 


92, . They ſooner how the Stars may count, 
Than lcoſe theſe diſmal bands; 
Or ſee to what the moats amount, k 
Or number up the ſands, 


93. Than ſee an end of this their woe, 
Which now for ſin they have ; 
O wantons take heed what ye do, 
Sin will you never ſave. 


94- They ſooner may drink up the Sea, 
Than ſhake off theſe their fears; 

Or make another in cone day 

As big with briniſh tears, 


95» Than put an end to miſery, 
In which they now do roar, 
Or help themſelves; no, they muſt cry, 
Alas, for evermore. 


96. When years by thouſands on a het» 
Are paſſed o're their head ; 
Yer ſtil! the fruits of fin they refPs.. | 
Among the ghoſtly dead. 


77. Yea, when they haye time : or: of mind 
Been in this Caſe o 111, 


For ever, ever, is behind 
Yet for them to fulfill, 


FINIS, 
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$ Which I ſhall here expoſe unto that wind, 


T 
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Ebal and Gerizzim : 
OR, 
The BLESSING and the CURSE: 


Being a ſhort Exhortation to Sin- 
ners, by the Mercy and Spverity 
of God. 


—— 


From Mount Gerizz3ize. 


- 


— 


Eſides what I ſaid of the Four laſt Things; 
And of the weal and woe that from thea 
ſprings; 4 
An Afrer-word ſtill runneth in my Mind, 


Thar inay it blow into that very hand 

That needs it, Alfo that it may be ſean'd* - 
With greateſt ſoberneſs, ſhall be my Prayer, © '- 
As well as. diligence, and godly care 3 ' 
So to preſent it unto publick view, NS 
That only truth and peace may thence enſu& _ 
| my 


| 


A «, Tf God his hear in aercy doth not change, 
Gs Before 
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My talk ſhall be of that amazing love Be 
Of God, we read of ; which that 1t may prove Þ Be 
By its engaging Arguments to ſave | Re 
Thee, I ſhall Jay out that poor _ have, N 
Thee to entice (che thou wouldſt dearly fall JI Tl 
IndJove with thy Salvation, and with all If 
That doth thereto concurr, that thou may'ſt be 
As bleſſed as the Bleſſed can make thee, Ot 
Not only here, but in the World to come, At 
\n blifs, which I pray God may be thy home. w 
* Bur firſt I would adviſe thee to bethink B) 
Thy. ſelf, how fin hath laid-thee ar the brink Ti 
Of Hell, where rhou art Julled faſt afleep In 

It Satans arms, who alſo will thee keep Ot 


As ſenſleſs and ſecure, as e're he may, 
Leſt thou ſhouldÞſt wake, and ſee'r, and run away | Ul 


Unto that Jeſus whom the Father ſent ' wW 
Into the World, for this cauſe and intent, B\ 
That ſuch asthou from ſuch a thrall as this - Þ & 


Might'ſt be releaſed, and made heir of bliſs. Al 
Nc ' thatthou mayſt awake, the danger tlye, 


Ana'ſoeſcape the death that others dye ;- 0] 
Come:let. me ſer my Trumpet to thine ear, Al 
Be willing all my meſſage for to hear : O! 
*Tis for thy life, O do it not refdiſe ; Bi 
+ Wogjunto them good counſel do abuſe: Al 
Thou art atpreſentin that very caſe, O! 
Whict/argues.thou art deſtitute of grace: »7T 


Forhe tha; lyes where fin hath laid him, lyes- FT] 


Under the curſe, graceleſs, and ſo he dyes ' IV 


In Body and in Soul, within that range, 


ay 
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Before he goes the way of all the Earth, 
Before he loſe his Spirit and his Breath, 
Repenrance there 1s none” within the Grave, 
Nor Chriſt, nor Grace, nor Mercies for to ſave 
Thee from the Vengeance due unto thy fin, 
If now thou doſt notxruly cloſe with him. 

Thou art like him that ſleepeth. in the Sea 
On broken Boards, which withour guide or ſtay 
Are driven whither Windsand Water will, 
While greedy Beaſts do wait to have their fill 
By feeding on his Carkaſs, when he ſhall 
Turn over-board, and without Mercy fall 
Into the Jaws of ſuch as make a prey 
Of thoſe, whom Juſtice drowneth 1n the Sea. 

Thou art like him that ſnoring fill doth 1ye 
Upon the Bed of vain ſecurity, 

Whilſt all abour him into burning flame 

By fire 15 turn'd, yea, and while the frame 
And building where he lyes conſuming 1s, 

And while himſfelt theſe burnings eanror miſe, » 

Thou art like one that hangerh by a thread 
Oyer the mouth of Hell, as one half dead ; 

And oh, how ſoon this thread may broken be! 
Or cut by death, 15 = unknown to thee ! 

But ſure it is, if all the weight of fin, 

And all that Satan too hath doing been, 

Or yer &an do, can break this crazy thread, 
'Twill not be long before among the dead 
Thou tumble do, as linked faſt 1n chains 

With them to wait in fear for future pains. 

What ſhall I ſay ? wilt chou not yet awake ? 
Nor yet of chy poor Soul ſome pity rake ? 

C Among 
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; Amongthe Lyons it hood-winked lyes 3 
Oh! that the Lord would open once thine Eyes, 
Thar thou might'ſt ſee it, then I dare ſay, thou, 
AS half berefr of Wirs, wouldft cry our, how 
Shall T'eſcape ? Lord help! Oh! help with ſpeed! 
Reach-down thy hand from Feaveh, for help I 
To fave me from the Lyons, for I fear ( need, 
This Soul of mine rhey will in pieces tear. 
Come then, and ler us both expoſtulare 

The Caſe herwixt us, till we animate 

And kindle in our Hearts, that burning love 

To Chriſt, ro Grace, to Life, that we may move 
Sivifter than Eagles, to this bleſſed prey, 

Then ſhall jt be well with us in that day, (ſtand, 
Tre trump ſhall ſound, the dead made rife, and 
Then to receive, for breach of God's Command, 
Such thunder-claps as theſe, Depart from me 
Ito Hell fire, you that the Wicked be, 
Prepared for the Devil, and for thoſe 

That wich him, and his Angels, rather choſe 
To live 1n filthy fin, and wickedneſs, 

Whoſe fruit 1s everlaſting birrcfneſs. 5 

' We both are'yct on this fide of the Grave 

We alſo Goſpel-privileges have, : 
The Word, and time to pray, God give us Hearts, 
That like the Wiſe-man, we may a& our parts, 
To getthe Pearl cfprice, then we ſhall ve 

Like godly Mary, Peter, Paul, and we 

Like 7ac9h tod; the bleſſing ſhall obtarn, 

While Eſau rides a Hunting for the gain ©. 
Of worldly Pelf, which will kim not avatl, **- 
When Death, or Judgment, ſhall hjm fore 3 Es 

: OW 


ts, 
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all, 
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Now-to encourage us for to begin, 
Let us believe, the Kingdom we may win, 
And be polleſt thereof, if we the way 
Shall hir into, and then let nothing ftay 


:JOr hinder us ; the Crown 15 at the end, 


Let's run, and ſtrive,and-fty, and let's contend 

With greateſt courage, it for to-0btain, 

'Tis Life and Peace, and everlaſting gain. 

The gate of Life, the new and living way, 

The Promiſe holdeth open all the day, 

Which thou by Faceb's Ladder muſt aſcend, 

Where Angels always wait, and do attend 

\s Miniſters, . to miniſter for thoſe 
hat do with God, and Chriſt, and glory cloſe, 

If guilt of fin ſt#ll lieth at our door, 

[5 to diſcourage, let us ſet before 

Var Eyes, a bleeding Jeſus, who did dye 
ne Death, and let's believe the reaſon why 
[e did ir, was, that we might ever be. 

From death,;and fmyfrom hell, and wrath, ſet free 
ea, let's remember for that very end, 
t was his blefled Father did him tend, 

That he the law of God+mighr here/faifill, 
ſhar.ſo the Myſtery of his blefſed Will 
light be revealed 1n the bleflednefs 
Di choſe'that fiy ro Chriſt for righteouſnef, 

Now let us argue-with our felves then,- thus 
nat Jeſus Chriſt our Lord came to (aye us, 

yy bearing of our fins = his-back, 

y {Ing on the Croſs, as ona Rack, 

Vhile Juſtice'curhim offcn every fide, (hide, 

Vhile tmiites Divine, . themſelves frona him did 
I C 2 Whuye 


by 
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While earch did quake, and rocks in piecesrent, 
And while the Sun as veiled, did lament 

To ſee the innocent and harmleſs dye 

So ſore a death, ſo full of miſery. 

Yea, ler us turn again and ſay all this 

Hedid and ſuffered for love of his. 

He brought 1n everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 

That he might cover all our nakedneſs: 
He wept and waſht his Face with briniſh tears, 
Thar we might ſaved be from helliſh fears: 
Blood was his ſweettoo in his agony, 

That we might livern joyful extaſie: 

He apprehended was and led away, 

That Grace to us-ward never might decay: 
With ſwords and bills, and outrage in the night, 
That to the peace of Heaven we might have right: 
Condemn'd he was berween two Thieves to dye, 
That-we might ever in his boſom lye : 

Scourged wih whips his precious body were, 
That we laſhes of Conſcience might nor fear : 
His head was crown'd with thorns, that we might be 
Crowned with glory and felicity. 

He hanged was upon a curſed Tree, 

That we delivered from death might be: 


Tt 


His Father from him hides his ſmiles afid face, |} 5, 


That we might have them in the heav'nly place : 
He cry'd, My God, why haſt forſaken me, 

That we farſaken of him might not be: 

Into his Side was thruſt a bloody Spear, 

That we the fting of death might never fear: |; 
He went into the Grave after all this, 

Thar we might up to Heay'n go, and have bliſs: 


w 
It 


Yea, 


Ir 


iT 
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Yea, riſe again he did our of the Earth, 
Then at his Chartot-wheels he captive led 


Riding in triumph to his Fathers Throne, 
There to pollefs the Kingdom as his own. 
What ſayſt thou? will't not yetuntohim com 
His Arms are open, in his Heartis reom 

To lay thee ; be ior then diſcouraged, 
Although thy fins be many, great, and red: 
Unto thee Righteouſneſs he will impute, - 
And with the kifles of his Mouth falute 
Thy drooping Soul, and will it ſo uphold, 
As thatthy ſhaking Conſcience ſhall be bold 
To come to Mercys Seat, with great acceſs, 
There to expoſtulate with that ſuſtice 


_ 


That do not with this bleſſed Jeſus cloſe 3 
Which unto thee will do no harm, bur good 
Becauſe thou haft relyance on that blood, 
Thar: Juſtice ſaith hath given him content, 
For all that do unfeignedly repent 


That they within that boſom might have pla 
That open is to ſuch, where they ſhall lye 
+} In caſe, and gladneſs, and felicity, 


'| World without end, acccrding to thart ſtate 


I have, nay better than I can relate. 
| Ifthou ſha: (till o5jeR, thou yet art vile 
And haſt a4 Heart that will not reconciie 
| Unto the holy Law, but will rebell, 
Heark yet to what T ſhall thee farther tell, 


C 3 


And ſhook off from him all the chains of death. 


His Foes, and trod upon the Serpents Head; 


That burns like fiery flames, againſt all rhoſe 


Their ill ſpent Life, and roll upon free grace, 


ce? 


3 


ce, 


Tivo 


| 


Fe . 


| | That Mercy and Forgiveneſs doth abound © 
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Two things are yet. behind, that help thee 
Tf God ſhall pur into thy Mind that skill, (will, 
So to improve them, as becomerh thoſe 
That would withmercy and forgiveneſs cloſe. 

Firſt then, let this fink downinto thy Heart, 
That Chriſt 1s not a Saviour in part, 

But every way ſo fully he 15 made 

The All of thoſe, that underneath his ſhade, 
And wing would fit, and ſhrouttheir weary Soul, 
That even Moſes dare it not controul, 

But juftifi'r, approve of 't, and conclude, 

No Man nor Angel, muſt himſclf mtrude 

With ſuch Do&rine, that may oppoſe the ſame, 
On pain of blaſpheming that holy Name, 
Which God himſelf hath given unto Men, 

To ſtay, to truſt, to lean themſelves on, when 
They feel themſelves affaulred, and made fear 
Their ſm will not let them 1n life appear. 

For, as God made him perfe& Righteouſneſs, 
That he his love might to the height expreſs, 
And us preſent compleat before the Throne 3*' 
SanRification too, of his own | 
He hath prepared, in which do we ſtand * 
Compleat in Holineſs, at his right Hand. 


{ Now this San&ification is not 


That Holineſs which 1s in us, but that 

Which in the Perſon of this Jeſus 15, 

Andcan inherently be only his, 

But is\mputed to us for our good, k; 
As ishis a&ive Ripghteouſne( and Blood, - 
Which is the cauſe, though we infirm are found, 


To 


_ 


| 
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Tous. ward, and that why we are not ſhenr, 
And empty, and away rebuked ſent, 
Becauſe that all we do imperfedt 1s. 
Bleſs God then for this Holineſs of his, 
And learn to look by Faith on that alone, 
When thou ſeeſt thou haſt nothing of thine own ; - 
Yea, when thy Heart moſt willing is to do 
What God by his good Word doth call thee to 
And when thou find'ſt moſt Holineſs within, 
And greateſt power over every in, 
Yet then to Jeſus look, and thou ſhalc ſee 
In him San&ification for thee, 
Farmore compleat, than all that thou canſt find 
In the moſt upright Heart, and willing Mind, 
That ever Men or Angels did poſſchs, 
Wherf moſt fil-}d with inherent Righteouſneſs, 
Beſides, if thou forgetteſt here to live, 
And Satan get thee once into his fieve, 
He will fo hide thy Whear, and ſhew thy Brun, 
That thou wilt quickly cry, I am undone. 

Alas, thy goodlieft attainments here, 
Though like the faireſt blofloms they appear, 
How quickly will-they lowr and decay, 
And be as if they all were fled away, 
When once the Eaſt-wind of temptations beat 
Upon thee, with their dry and blaſting heart. 
Rich Men will not account their treaſure lyes 
In crackt Groats, and in Four-pence-half-pennys, 
But in- thoſe Bags they have within cheir Cheſts 
In ſtaple Goods, which ſhall within their breſts 
Have place. accordingly, becauſe they ſee 


Their ſubſtance Iyeth here : Bur if that be. 
F C 4 Bur 
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Bur ſhaken, then they quickly fear and cry, 
Alas! *tis not this ſmall and odd money 
We carry in our Pockets for to ſpend 


Wyll make us rich,or much will ſtand our friend; 


If famine, or if want do us afſail, 
How quickly will theſe littie pieces fail / 

If thou. be wiſe conſider what I ſay, 
And look for alt in Chriſt, where no decay 
Is ike to be ; then though thy preſent frame 
Be much im up and down, yer he the fame 
Abideth, yea, and ftill at Gods right hand, 
As thy moſt perfe& holineſs will ſtand; 
It 1, I ſay, not like to that 1n thee, 
Now high, then1low, now our, then in, but he 
Moſt perfe& is, when thou art at the wcrſt, 
The fame, the very ſame, I faid at firſt, 
This helpeth much when rhou art bufferred, 
And when thy graces lye in thee as dead, 
Thento believe they are all perfeR fill 
In Chriſt thy head, who harh that bleſſed skill, 
Yer to preſent thee by what is in him 
Unto his Father, one that hath no fin, 
Yea, this will fill thy mouth with Argument 
Againſt che Temprer, when he ſhall preſenr 
Before thee all thy weakneſs, and ſhall hide 
From thee thy Graces, that thou may'ſt abide 
Under the fretting fames of unbelief, F 
Which never yielded Chriſtian man relief. 


Nor help thy ſelfrhou may'ſt againft him thus : 


O Satin, though my heart indeed be worſe 
Than *rwas a wile ago, Yet Ipetceive, 
Thou ſhalt me nor of happineſs bereave ; 


Nor 
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Nor yet of holineſs, for by the Word 

I find, that Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Lord, 
Is made Sanftihcation for me 

In his own Perſon, where all Graces be, 

As water in the Fountain, and that I 

By means of that have yer a ſanCtity, 

Both perſonal, and perfect every way, 

And that is Chriſt himſelf, as Paul doth ſay. 

Now though my crazy Pitcher oft doth leak, 

By means of which my Graces are ſo weak, 

And fo much ſpent, that one I cannot find 

Able to ſtay or help my feeble mind. 

Yet then I lookto Jeſus, and ſee all 

In him, that wanting is in me, and ſhall 
Again take courage, and believe he will 
Preſent me upright in his Perſon, ill 

He humble me for all my fooliſhneſs, 

And then again fill me with holineſs, 

Now if thou loveſt inward ſanRity, 

As all the Saints do moſt unfeignedly, 

Then add to what I have already ſaid... 
Faith in the Promiſe, and benot afraid 
Tourge it ofren at the Throne of Grace, 
And to-expett it in its time and place : 
Then he that true js, and that cannot 1lye, 
Will give it unto thee, that thou thereby: 
May tſerve with faith, with fear, 1nrruth, & love, 
That God that did ar firſt ry Spirit move 
To ask it to his praiſe, that he might be 
Thy God, and«hat he might delight in thee. 
' If I ſhould here parciculars relate, 
Mcthinks, it could not but. much animate 
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F Thy Heart, rhough very liſtleſs to enquire, 
How thou may'ſt that enjoy, which all deſire, 
Thar love themſelves, and future Happineſs, 
But Oh ! F cannot fully it expreſs: 
The Promiſe is ſo open, and (o free 
In all reſpe&s, to thoſe that humble ve, 
That want they cannor, what for them is good, 
But there "tis, and confirmed 1s with Blood ; 
A certain fign, all choſe enjoy it may, 
That ſee they want ir, and —_— pray 
To God the Father, in that Jeſus Name, 
Who bled on purpoſe to confirm the ſame, 
Now would'ſt thou have a Heartthat tender 15? 
A Heart that forward is to cloſe with bliſs, 
A Heart that will impreſſions freely take 
Of the New Covenant, and that will make 
The beſt improvement of the Word of Grace, 
And that to Wickedneſs will not give place, 
A!l this is in the Protniſe, and it may 
Obtained be of themthar humbly pray. 
Would'ſt thou enjoy that Spirit thar is free ? 
And looſeth thoſe that jn their Spirits be 
Oppreſt with guilt, or filth, or unbelief, _ 
That Spirit that will where it dwells be chief, 
Which breaketh Sampſon's Cord, as rotten thread 
And raiſethup the Spirit that is dead, 
That ſets the Will ar liberty to chuſe 
Thoſe things, that God hathpromis'd to infuſe 
into the humble Heart. All this I fay, h 
The Promiſe holdeth out to thenerhar pray. 
Wouldeſt thou have that good, that bleſſed 
That is (o muchto heayenly rhings1nclin'd, ( cf , 
ar 
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That 1t alofr wiil ſoar, and always be 
Contemplaring on bleft Eterniry, 

That Mind that neyer thinks it felf at reſt, 

But when it knows.1t 15 for ever bleſt. 

That Mind that cam be here no more content, 
Than he that in the Priſon doth lament. 
That blefled Mind that counts it (elfthen free, 
When it can at the Throne with Jeſus be, 
There to behold the Manſions he prepares 
For-ſuch as be with- him, and: his co-heirs. 
This Mind is inthe Covenant of Grace, 

And ſhall be theirs thar truly ſeek his face. 

Is godly fear delightful unto thee ? 

That fear that God himſelf delights to ſee 
Bear ſway in them that love him-3 then he will - 
Thy godly Mind in this requeſt fulfill, 
By giving thee a fear that tremble ſhall 
At every trip thou takeſt, left thou fall, 
And him offend, or hurt thy ſelf by ſin, 
Or cauſe poor Souls that always blind have been, 
To ſtumble ar thy falls, and harder be 

Againſt their own Salvation, and thee. 

That fear, that of ir ſelf would rather chuſe 
The rod, than'to offend, or to abuſe 
In any thing, that blefied worthy Name, 

Thar hath thee ſaved from thatdeath and ſhame 
That fin would ſoon have hrought thee to, 1t he 
Had not imputed Righreouſneſs to thee. 

T will I-ve them, fatth God, and not depas? 
From them, but put my fear within their heart, 
That I to them may always lovely be, 

And that they never may depart from me. fr 
ar. * Would'tt 
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Would'ſt thou be very upright and fincere ? 
Would'ſt thou be that within thou doſt appear, 
Or ſeem to be in outward exerciſe 
Before the moſt devoutand godly wiſe ? 

Yea, art thou thus when no Eye dorh thee ſee, 
But that which is inviſible ? and be 

The words of God in truth thy prop and ſtay ? 
And dothey in their Conſcience bear more ſway, 
To govern thee in Fatth and Holineſs; 

Than thou canſt with thy heart & mouth expreſs? 
 Anddo the things that truly are Divine? 

Before thee more than Gold or Rubies ſhine ? 
And if as umto Solomon, God ſhould ( would 

Propound to thee, What wonldft thou have ? how 
| Thy heart and pulſe bear after heav'aly things, 
After the upper and the nerher ſprings, 

Could'ſt with unfeigned heart, anduprightlip, 
Cry, hold me faſt, Lord, never let me flip-? 
| Nor ſtep afidefrom Faith and Holineſs, 

Nor from the bleſſed hope of future bliſs ? 

. Lord, rather croſs me any where than here, 
Lord, fill me always with tliy holy fear, 

And godly jealoufie, of mine own hearr, 

Leit I, Lord, ſhould at any time depart 

From thy moft bleffed Covenant of Grace, 

| Where Teſus rules as King, and where thy face 
Þs only to be ſeen with comfort, and 

| Where ſinners juſtified before thee ſtand, 

If theſe thy groanings be ſincere and true, 

[If God doth count thee one that doſt purſue 
The things thou cryeſ? after; with thy heart, 
[No doubt but in chem cheu thalt have a part. . 
The 
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The next word that I would unto thee fay, 
Is how thou may'ſt attain without delay, 
Thoſe bleſſed Graces, and that Holineſs 
Thou doſt with ſo much godly zeal expreſs 
Thy love to, and thy longing to enjoy, 
That fins and weakneſs might thee leſs annoy. 
Know then, as I have hinted heretofore, 
And ſhall now ſpeak unto a-httle more ; 
All graces in the perſon of the Son, 
Are by the Father hid, and therefore none 
Can them obtain, bur they who with him clofe 3 
All others graceleſs are, but only thoſe, 
For of his fulneſs 'cis that we receive, 
And'grace for grace ; let no man then deceive 
Himſelf, or others, with a feigned ſhew 
Of Holineſs, if Jeſus they eſchew. 
When he aſcended to his Father, then 
It was that he received Gifts for men 3 
Faith, hope, and love, true zeal, an upright hearr, 
Right humbleneſs of mind, and every part 
Of what the word of Life counts holineſs, 
God then laid up in him, that we redreſs 
And help might have, who do unto him fly 
For righteouſneſs, and Goſpel-ſan&ity, 

Now if thou would'ſt inherent righteouſneſs, 
And ſo San&ification poſleſs, 
It Body, Soul, and Spirit, then thou mult 
ad yg flye, as one ungodly, firſt ; 
And fo by him crave pardon for thy f1n 


| Which thou haſt loved, and haft lived-in; 


For this cannot at all forgiven be, 
For any righreouſneſs rhar 1s in thee, 
Hay Becauſe 
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Becaſe the beſt thow-haft is filthy ragge, 
Prophane, preſumptuous, and molt beaſtly braggs 
Of Fleſh and:;Blood, which always croſs doth lye 
To God, to-Grace, and thy Felicity, 

Then Righreouſneſs: imputed thou muſ] have, 
Tice from that guile and puniſhment to ſave 
Thou lycſt under, asa finful man, 

Throughout polluted, and thar neyer can 

By any other means acquitted be, 

Or ever have true holineſs 1n thee. 

Fhe reaſon is, becauſe all Graces are 

Only in Chriſt, and be infuſed where, 

Or into thoſe whom he doth juſtifie, 

By whar' himſelf hath done, that he thereby 
Might be the whole, of all that happineſs 

The Sinner ſhall enjoy here, and in Bliſs, 
Beſides, if Holineſs ſhould firſt be found 

In thoſe whom God doth pardon,then the ground 
Why'we forgiven are, would ſeem to be, 

He firſt found Holineſs in thee and me ; 

But this the Holy Scriptures will refute, 

And prove, that Righteouſneſs he doth 1mpute, 
Without reſpe& to goodneſs firſt inman; 

For to ſpeak Truth indeed no goodneſs can 

Be found in thoſe, that underneath the Law 

Dy ſtand : For if God Goodneſs inthem ſaw, 
Why doth he once and twice fay, Thers 7s none 
That Righteous be, no not ſo much as one, 

None underflandeth, none ſeeh after God, 

His ways they have not knoren, but have abode 

In Wickedneſs, unprefitable they 

Muſt nzeds appegr. ta be then, every ways, 
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Their Throats an open Setulchre, alſo 

Their Mouths are full of filthy Curſings too, 

And bitterneſs, yea, underneath their. Lips 

The Aſp hath Poyſon. O how many flips, 

And falls in Sin, muſt ſuch poor Peop!e have ! 

Now where'sthe Holineſs that ſhould them fave ? 

Or as a preparation go before, 

To move God to do tor them, leſs or more. 

No, Grace muſt on-chee Righteouſneſs beſtow, 

Or elſe Sin will for ever thee undo. 

Sweet Paul this Doarine alſo doth expreſs, 

Where he ſaith, Some may have 4 Righteouſneſs, 

Though Works they have not, and it thus may fland, 

Grace by the promiſe gives, what the command 

Requireth us to do, and ſo are we 

Quitted from doing, and by Grace made = 
Now then if Holineſs thou would'it obtain, © 

And would'ft a tender Chriſtian-man remain, 

Keep Faith in ation ; let that Righteouſneſs 

That Chriſt fulfilled, always have expreſs: - 

And clear diſtin&ion in thy Heart, from all 

Thar Men by Scripture, or befides 1t, call 

Inherent Goſpel-holineſs, or what 

Terms elſe they pleaſe to give it ; for 'ris that, 

And that alone, by which all Graces come 

Into the Heart; ' for eſſe there 15 no room 

For ought but pride, preſumption, or deſpair, 

No love or other Graces can be there. 

Received you the Spirit, ſaith Sc, Paul, 

By hearing Faith, or Works? not Works, and ſhall 

No ways retain the ſame, except you d» 

rar Faith,umbrace the ſame, and flick thereto. : 

pl The 
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The word of Faith unto me pardon brings, 
Shews methe ground andreaſon whence it ſprings, 
To wit, free grace, which moved God to give 
His Son to dye, and bleed, that F might live. 
This word doth alſo loudly preach to me, 
Though TI a miſerable finner be, 

Yet in this Son of God I ſtand complear, 
Whoſe righteouſneſs is withour all deceit 3 
 *Tis that which God himſelf delighreth in, 
And that by which all his have ſaved been. 

When I do this begin to apprehend, 

My Heart, my Soul, and Mind, begins to bend 
To God-ward, and ſincerely for to love . 

His Son, his Ways, his People, and to moye 
With brokennefs of Spirit after him 

Who broken was, and killed for my fin. 

Now is mine heart grown holy, now it cleaves 
To Jeſus Chriſt my Lord, and now it leaves 
Thoſe ways that wicked be, 1t mourns, becauſe 
Tr can conform no more umo the Laws 

Of God, who loved me when I was vile, 

And of ſweet Jeſus, who did reconiile . 

Me unto Juſtice, by his precious blood; , 
When no way elſe was left to do. me goods 
If you would know, how this can operate 
Thus on'the Soul; I fhall to you relate 

- Alittle farther, what my Sout hath ſeen, 

Since I have with the Lord acquainted-been, 

The word of Grace when it doth rightly ſeize 
The Spirit of a man, and ſo at caſe 
Do:h ſet the Soui, the Spirit of the Lord 
Doth then with might accompany the Word, 
-4% In 
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| In which ir ſers forth Chriſt as crucifed, 


And by that means the Father pacift'd 

With ſuch a wretch as thou, and by this fight, 

Thy guilr is in the firſt place pur to flight, 

For thus the Spirit doth expoſtulate 3 

Beliold how God doth now communicate 

(By changing of the perſon ) grace to thee 

A ſinner, but ro Chriit great miſery, 

Though he the juſt one was, and ſo could not 

Deſerve this puniſhment : behold-then what 

The love of God is ! how 'tis manifeſt, 

And where the reaſon lyes that thou art bleſt, 

This Do&rine being ſpoken to the heart, 

Which alfo is made yield to every part 

Thereof, it doth the ſame with ſweetnels fill, 

And ſo doth fins and wickednefles kill ; 

For when the love of God 15 thus reveal'd, 

And thy poor drooping Spirit thereby ſeal'd, 

And whea thy heart as dry ground, drinks this in 

Unto the roots thereof, which nourifh fin, 

It ſmires them, as the worm did Fonah's Gourd, 

And makes them dwindle of their own accord, 

And dye away, inftead of which: there ſprings 

Up Life, and Love, and other holy things, 

Befides, the holy Spirit now 1s come, 

And takes poſſeſſion of rhee as its home z 

By which a war maintained always is, 

Againſt the old man, and the deeds of his. 
When God at firſt upon Mount Sinai ſpake,. 

He made his very fervant Moſes quake ; | 

But when he heard the Law the ſecond time, 

His heart was comforted, his face did ſhine: he 

What 
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What was the reaſon of this diflerence, 
Sceing no change was in the ordinance ? 
Although a change was ih the manner, when 
The ſecond time he gave it unto Men. 
At firſt *rwas given in Severity, | 
In Thunder, Blackneſs, Darkneſs, Tempeſt high 3 
In fiery Flames it was delivered, 
This ſtruck both Moſes and the Hoſt as dead ; 
But Moſes when he went into the Mount 
The (econd Time, upon the ſame account, 
No fear, nor dread, nor ſhaking of his Mind, 
Do we 1n all the Holy Scripture find, 
* But rather in his Spirit he had reſt, 
And look'd upon humſelf as greatly bleſt. 
He was put-in the Rock, he heard the Name, 
Which on che Mountthe Lord did tiws proclaim 3 
The Lord, meroful; gratis, and more, © > © 
- Long-ſuffering, and keeping up in ſtore © 
Mercy for thouſands, pardoning theſe things, 
Inquity, Tranſgreſſtons, and Sims, 
And holding. guilty none, but. ſuch as ſtill 
Refuſe forgtveneſs, of rebellious with 
his Proclatnation better pleaſed him, 
Than all the Thunder, and the Lightning, 
Which ſhoak the Mount; this rid him of his fear, 
This made him bend,;make haſte, & worſhip here. 
Zehoſaphat when he was fore oppreſt 
By Amon, and by Moab, and the reſt 
Of them' that ſought his Life, no reſt he found, 
Until a word of Faich'became a ground 
To ſtay himſelf upos'3 ©! them they fell, 
His very Song became their paſſing Bell. 
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; Then Holineſs of Heart, a conſequence 
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Of Fairch in Chriſt js, for tt flows from chence ; 

The love of Chriſt in Truth conſtraineth us, 

Of love fincerely, to make Judgment thus : 

He for us dyed, that for ever we 

Might dye to fin, and Chriſt his Servants be. 

O! nothing's like to the remembrance, 

Of what it 1s to have deliverance ; 

From Death and Hell, which is of due our right 3 

Nothing I ſay like this to work delight 

In holy things; this like live-honey runs, 

And needs no preſling out of honey-combe, 
Then underſtand my meaning by my words, 

How ſence of mercy unto faith affords 

Both Grace to ſan&ifie, and holy make 

That Soul, that of forgiveneſs doth partake. 
Thus having briefly ſhewed you what 1s 

The way of Life, of SanRity, of Bliſs, 

I would not-in conclufion have you think, 

By what I ay, that Chriſtian-men ſhould drink 

In theſe my words with lightneſs, ar that they 

Are now exempred, from'what every day 

Their duty 'is-3 No, God doth ſtill expe, © 

Yea doth command, that they do not negle& *! 

To pray,.to read, to hear, and not diſſent 

From being ſober, grave, and diligent, 

In watching, ſclf-denyal, and with fear 

To ſerve him all the time thou liveſt here, 

Indeed I have-endeavourcd to lay 

Before your Eyes, the right and only way 

Pardon to get; andalſo Holineſs, 


Without which never think that God: will bleſs 
Thee | 
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Thee, with the Kingdom he will give to thoſe, 
That Chriſt embrace, and holy lives do chooſe 
To live, while here all other po aſtray. . 

And ſhall in time rocome be caſt away. 


—— 


From Mount Ebal. 


"I fs having heard from Gerizzim, I ſhall 
Next come to Eþal, and you thither call, 
Not there to curſe you, bur to let you hear, 
How God doth curſe-that Soul that ſhall appear 
An unbelieving man, a graceleſs wretch, 
Becaufe he doth continue in the breach 

Of Moſer Law, and alſo doth negle& 


| *,To cloſe with Jeſus; him will God rejeQ, 


And caſt behind him, for of right his duc 
Is that, from whence all miſeries enſue. 
Curſed ſaith he, are they that do tranſgreſs 
The leaft of my Commandments, more or leſs: 
Nothing that written is muſt broken be, 
But always muſt be kept unto by theeg?» 
And muſt fulfilled be; for here no man 
Can look God in the face, or ever (tand 
Before the Judgment ſeat, for if they be 
Convi&, condemned too, afſuredly. 

Now keep this Law no mortal Creature can, 
For they already do as guilty ſtand 
Before the God thargave it, ſo that they 
O3noxious' to-rhe curſe lye every day, 


Which 
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Which alſo they muſt feel for certainty, 
If anto _- Chriſt they do nor fly. 
Hence then as they for ever ſhall be bleſt, 
That do by faith upon the promiſe reſt ; 
So peace unto the wicked there is none, 
| "Tis wrath anddeath that they muſt feed upon, 
That what I ſay may ſome tmpreflion make . 
On carnal Hearts, that they 1n time may take 
That courſe that beſt will prove, when time 15 
| Theſe linesT add to what I have begun. (done, 
Firſt, Thou muſt know that God as he is Love, 
So he is Juſtice, therefore cannot move, 
Or in the leaſt be brought to favour thoſe, 
His Holineſs and Juſtice doth-oppoſe. * 
For though thou may'ſt imagine in thy heart, 
That God is this or that, yet 1f thou art 
At all beſides the truth of what he 1s, 
And fo doſt build thy hope for life amiſs, 
Still he the ſame abiderh, and will be 
The ſame, the ſame for ever unto thee, 
As God 15 true unto his promiſe, fo 
Unto his threatning he 1s faithful too, 
Ceaſe to be God he muſt, 1f he ſhould break 
One tittle, that his blefſed mouth did ſpeak. ; 
Now then none can be ſaved but the men 
With whom the God-head 1s contented, when 
| Tr them beholds, with the ſevereſt eye 
Of Juſtice, Holineſs, and yet can {py ; 
No fault nor blemiſh in them ; theſe be they 
That muſt be ſaved, as the Scriptures ſay. 
If this be true, as *ris afſuredly, | 
Woe be to them that wicked live and dye ; |. 
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Thoſe that-as far from:Holineſs have been' 
All their Life long, as if no Eye hid ſeen 
Their doings here, or as if God did not 
Ar all regard, or in the leaſt mind whar, 
Wherein, or how, they did his Law tranſgreſs, 
Either by this or cther-Wickednels ; 
But how deceived theſe poor creatures are, 
They,then ſhall know when they their -burthen 
Alas, our God is a conſuming fre, ( bear. 
So 1s his Law, by which he doth require 
Thatthou ſubmit to him, and if thou be 
Not in that Juſtice found, that can fave thee 
From all and,gyery ſentence, which he ſpake 
Upon Mount $2zzg7, then as one that brake 
It, thou the flames thereof ſhalt quickly find, 
As ſcourges thee to laſh, while fins do bind 
Thee hand and foot, for eyer to endure 
The ſtrokes of vengeance, for thy Life 1mpure. 
What I haye ſaid, will yer evinced be, 
And manifeſt .aaundantly to thee, 
If what I have already ſpoken-to, 
Be joyned with thete Lines that do enſue, 
Juſtice. diſcovers 1ts antipathy 
Againſt Prophaneneſs and Malignity, 
Not only by the Law It gave to men, 
And. Threarnings thereunto annexed then, 
Bur in as much as long before that day, 
He did prepare for ſuch as go aſtray, "RI 
Tha: dreadtul, that ſo much amazing place; - 
Heil, with-its Tarments, for thoſe men that,Grace 
And Holineſs of Life, flight; and diſdain, * © 
There to zzmoan themliclyes, with helliſh pain;; 
: ' This 
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This place alfo, the Pains fo diſmal be, 
Both as to Name and Nature, that in me 
[r 15 not to expreſs, the damning wights, 
The helliſh Torture, and the fearful plights 
Thereof ; for as intolerable they 
| Muft needs be found, by thoſe that difobey 
The Lord:-fo can no word or thought expreſs 
Unto the full, the height of thar Gitreſs, 
Such miſerable Cairifts, that ſhall there 
Rebukes of Vengeance, for Tranſpreſhions bear, 
Indeed the Holy Scriptures do make uſe 
Of many Metaphors, that do conduce 
Much to the ſymbolizing of the place, 
Unro our Apprehenſion 3 but the caſe, 
The ſad, the wofal caſe, of thoſe thar lye 
As wracked there in endleſs miſery, 
By all f1militudes, no mortals may 
Set forth in its own nature ; for I ſay, 
Similicudes are but a ſhade and ſhew 
Of thoſe, or that they Hgnifte to you. 
The fire that'doth withinthine Oven burn, 
The Priſon where poor People firand monrn, 
Chains, Racks, and Darknefs, and fuch others, be 
As painting on the Wall, to let thee fee 
By Word and Figures, the extremny 


Of ſuch as ſha!l wirhin theſe burgings Ive. 


Bur certainly, if Wiekedneis and Sin 
Had only foohſh toyes and trifies been, 
And if God had not greatly Hated 1t, 
Yea couid he any ways thereof admir, 
And let it pf, he wou'd not thus have done, 
He d&eth not uſe to Puniſh any one, 
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With any place, or puniſhment that is 

Above or ſharper than the fin of his 

Hath merited, and Juſtice ſeerh due 3 

Read fin then by the death that doth enſue. 
Moſt men do judge of fin, not by the fruits 

Ir bears, and bringeth forth, bur as ir ſuits 

Their carnal and deluded hearts, that be 

With ſenſual Pleaſures eaten up ; but he 

That now fo judgeth, ſhortly ſhall perceive, 

That God will judge thereof himſelf, and leave 

Such men no longer to their carnal luſts, 

To judge of wickedne(s, and of the juſt 

And righteous puniſhment, that doth of right 

Belong thereto, and will too in deſpite 

Of a!l their carnal reaſon, juſtific 

Himſelf, in their eternal miſery. 

* Then-Hell will be no fancy, neither will 

Mens.ſins be pleaſant ro them, but fo 11], 

And bitter, yea fo bitter that none can 

Fully exprefs.the ſame, or ever ſtand 

Under the burden ir will bn them lay, 

When they fron Life and Bliſs are ſent away. 
WhenT have thought how often God doth ſpeak 

Of their deſtru&ion, who his Law do break; 

And when the nature of the puniſhment 

I find ſodreadful, and that Gods intent, 

Yea reſolution is, it to infli& 

On every ſinner that ſhall ſtand conviR, 

I have amazed been, yer to behold, 

To ſte poor ſinners yet with fin ſo bold, 

Thar like the Korſe that to the battel runs 

Without all fear, and that no danger ſhuns, 

Till down he falls, O reſolute attempts! 


i 
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O ſad! 
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Ebal and Gerizzim. 27 


O ſad! amazing, damnable Events? 

The end of ſuch proceedings needs muſt be, 

From which, O Lord, fave and deliver me. 

Bur if thou think that God thy noble Race 

Will more reſpeR, than into ſuch a place 

| To pur thee ; hold, though chou his off ſpriog be, 
And ſo'art lovely, yet fin hath made thee 

Anorher kind of Creature, than when thou 

Didſt from his fingers drop, and therefore now 

Thy firſt Creation ſtands thee in no ſtead, 

Thou haft tranſgreſſed,, and in very deed 

Ser God againſt thee, who 15 infinite, 

And that for certain never will forger 

Thy fins; nor favour rhee if thou ſhalt dye 

A gracelefs Man; this is thy miſery. | 

{ When Angels ſinned, though of higher race 

Than thou, and alſo put in higher place, 

Yet them he ſpared not, but caſt chem down 

From Heaven to Hell, where alſo they lye bound 

Tn everlaſting chains, and no releaſe . 

Shall ever have, ' but wrath that ſhall encreaſe 

, Upon them, to their everlaſting woe. ! 

As for the ſtate they were exaked tf, 

That will by no:meaiis mitigate their fear, 

But aggravate their kcllifh torment here ; 

- Forhe that higheſt ftlands, if he ſhall fall _ 

His danger needs muſt be the greavſt of al, 

Now if God noble Angels did not (pare 

Becauſe they did tranſgreſs, will he forbear 

Poor duſt and aſhes? will he ſuffer them 

” To break his Liw ? and fin, and not condemn 


Himſelf or others ; they that do bereave 
D. 
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Themſelves hy ſin of happineſs, ſhall be 

Cur off by Juſtice, and have miſery. 
Witneſs his great ſeverity upon 

The World that firſt was planted, wherein none 

Bur only eight the Deluge did eſcape, 

All others of that Vengeance did partake ; 

The reaſon was, That World ungodly ſtood 

Before him, therefore he did ſend the flood, 

Which ſwept them all away, a juſt Reward 

For their moft wicked ways apainſt the Lord, 

Whoceu!d nolonger bearthem, and their ways, 

Therefore imo their boſomi Vengeance pays. 

We read of Sodom, and Gommrrha too 

Wha: Judgments they for fin did undergo, 

How God from Heaven. did fite upon them rain, 

Becauſe they would nor wicked ways refrain, 

' Condemning of rhem with an overthrow, 

And turned them to afhes : who can know 

The miferies thar rheſe poor People felr 

Witerhey did underneath thoſe burnings melt, 

- Now theſe and many mire that I could name, 

That havebeen matte. parrakers of the flame, 

And Sword of Juſtice,” God did.thencut off, 

= And make Exanjples, unto all that ſcoft 

At holineſs; -or do che Goſpel ſlight; 

And long ir will nor be before the night, -. . 

And Judgment, 'pamted out by whar he did. 

To Soom and Gomorrba, -fulfilled 

Upon ſuch: finners be, that they may know 

That God doth hate the fin, and Perſotis.too .* 


Of ſuch as fiill rebellious ſhall EAST -» Urge 
Although thoy now ar JudgatentMay derbde, bed 
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| RI I falute thee in the Lord, 


In Faith, and have a good regard 
To ; keep on Holy Ground. 
2.. Thou doſt-encourage me to hold 


My Head above the Flood, 


| j” Thy Caunſel better is that Gold,” 
| in heed thereof 1 ſtood: 
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And wiſh thou may'ſt abound / . 
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Priſon Meditations. 


3. Good Counſel's good at any time, q 2! 
The Wiſe will it receive, 

Tho” Fools count he commirs a Crime 
Who doth good Counſel give. =” 

4. I take it kindly at thy hand 
Thou <1dft unto me write, 


| 
My Feet upon Mount Son ſtand, 1. 
In that take thou delight, y: 
5. I am ( indeed) in Priſon ( now ) | 
In Body, but my Mind IT 
Is free to ſtudy Chriſt, and how 


Unto me he 1s kind. 
6, For though men keep my outward man 
Within their Lecks and Bars, 7] 
Yet by the Faith of Chriſt I can 
Mount higher than'the-Scars. 
7. Their Fetrers cannor Spirits tame, 
Nor tve up God from me; y 
My Faith and Hope they cannot lame, 
. Above them 1 ſhalt he: 
8, I here am very muchrefrcſhr 
To think when I was out, _ OS LP ” 
I preached Life, and Peace, and Reſt, | 
To Sinners round about. 
9. My buſineſs then, was Souls to ſave, 
By preaching Grace and Faith, . | T 
Of which the comfort now 1 have, oy 00 
And have it ſhall rill death. ' 
10. The were no Fables that ] taught 
4 Devis'd by cunning men, 
But God's own Word, þy which were congls, 
-__ _Sqe finners now and then. 
"04 "gp" LI, Whoſe 
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Priſon Meditations. 

11. Whoſe Souls by it were made to ſee 
The evil of their fin ; 

And need of- Chrift ro make them free 
From death, which they were in. 

12, And now thoſe very Hearts, that then 
Were Foes unto the Lord, . . - 


{5 Embrace his Chriſt and Truth, like men 


Conquered by his Word. 
13. I hear them ſigh and groan, and cry, 
For Grace to God above ; 


| They loath their fin, and to ir dye, 


"Tis Holineſs they love. 

14+ This was the work I was about, 
When Hands on me they laid, 

"Twas this from which they pluck'd me our, - 
And vilely to me ſaid, 

15. You Heretick, Deceiver, come 
To Priſon you muſt go, 

You preach abroad, and keep not home, 
You are the Churches foe. 

15 But having Peace within my Soul, 
And Truth on every fide, 

I could with comfort them controul, 
And at their charge deride. 

17. Wherefore to Priſon they me ſent, 
Where to this day I lie 3; | 

And. can with very much content 
For my Profeſhon die, 

13, -The Priſon very ſveert to me 
Hath been, fince I came here, 

And fo would alſo, hanging be, 


Prijon Meditations, 

19, Here dwells good Conſcience, alſo Peace 
Here be my Garments whire, 

Here, though in Bonds, I have Releaſe 
From Guilr, which elſe would bire. 

20. When they do talk of Baniſhment, 
Of Death, or ſuch hke Things, 

Then to me God (ends Hearts content, 
That like a Fountam ſprings. 

21. Alas, they little chink what peace 
They help me to, for by 

Their rage my Comforts do encreaſe ; 
Bleſs God therefore do I. 

22, If they dogive me gall to drink, 
Then God doth ſweerning caſt, 

.So much thereto, thar-they can't think . 
How bravely it doth taſte. 

23. For as the Devil ſers before 
Me Heavineſs and Grief, | 

So God ſers Chriſt and Grace much more, 
Whereby I take relief. 


24. Though they ſay then, rhat we are Fooks- 


Becauſe we here do lye, 
I anſiver, Goaks are Chriſt his Schools, 
 Inthemwelearn to dye. 
25, Tis not the baſeneſs of this ſtate 
Doth hide us from God's Face, 
He —_ both ſoon and late 
Doth vifit us with Grace, ; 
26. Here comes the Angels, here comes Saints, 
Here comes the Spirit of God - 
To comfort us ip our reſtraints - 
. Underthe wickeds Rod. . 


% 
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Priſon Meditations. 

| 27. God ſometime viſits Priſons more 
Than lordly Palaces, 

He often knockerth at our Door, 
When he rheir Houfes miſs, 

23, The Truth and Life of heay'oly things, 
Lifrs up our Hearts on high, 

And carries us on Eagles Wings, 
Beyond Carnality. 

29. It rakes away thoſe Clogs that hold 
The Hearts of orher men, 

And makes us lively ſtrong and bold 
Thus to oppoſe their {m. 

30. By which means God doth fruſturace 
That which our Foes expe; 

Namely our turning the Poſtate, 

j Like thoſe of Judas SeR. 

31. Here comes to our rememberance, 
The Troubles good men had 

Of old, and for our furtherance, 
Their Joys, when they were fad. 

32. To them that here for Evil lye, 
The place is comfortle(s, 

But not to me, becauſe that I 
Lye here for Righteouſneſs. 

33. The Truth and I, were both here caft 

+ Together, and we do 

Lye Arm mim Arm, and fo hold faſt 

_ Each other 3 This is true, 

34. This Goal to us, is as a Hill, 
From whence we plainly ſee 

Beyond this World, and take our fill 
Of things that laſting be. - 


35. From 
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6. Priſon Meditations. 


Of all this World contains ; 
And here we feel the Blefledne(s 
That for us yer remains. 


Their parts, as on a Stage , 

How good men (ufter for God's way, 
And bad men ar them rage. 

37, Here we can ſee who holds that 
Which they in Scrptare find ; 

Here we ſce alſo who turns round 
Like Weathercocks with' Wind. 

33. Ve can alſo from hence behold 
How ſeeming Friends appear 

But Hypocrites, as we are told 
In Scripture every where, 

39. When we did walk at liberty, - 
We were deceiv'd by them, 

Who we from hence do clearly ſce 
dre vile deceitful Men, 

40. Theſe Paliticians that profeſt 
For baſe and worldly ends, 

Do now appear to us at beſt 
But Machivilian Friends. 


Our ſelves by lying here 
From all ſuch filth will clear. 
That we now for him bear 


When he comes in the. Air, 


35+ From hence we fee the emptineſs. 


35. Here we can (ee how all men play 


ground 


41. Though Men do ſay, we do difgrace 


—_ - 


Among the Rogues; yet Chriſt our face y : 


. 42- We know there's neither flout nor frown 


But wil! add ro our heavenly Crown, 


4% When 


Priſon Medttations. 

» 43. When he our righreouſneks forth brings 
Bright ſhining as che day, 

And wipeth off thoſe land'rous things 
That Scorners on us lay. 

44+ We (ell our earthly Happmefs 
For heavenly houſe and home; 

We leaye this world becauſe 'ris leſs, 
And worſe than that to come. 

45+ We change our droflic Duſt for Gold, 
From Death to Life we fly: 

We let go Shadows and take hold 
Of Immortality. 

45, We trade for that which laſting 1s, 
And nothing for it give 3 * 

Bur that which js already his, 
By whom we breath and live. 

47- That liberty we loſe for him, 
Sickneſs might take away : 

Our goods might alſo for our fin 
By Fire or Fhieves decay. 

43. Again, we ſee what Glory 'ns 
Freely to bear our Crofs 

For him, who for us took up bis, 
When he our Servant was. 

49. I am moſt free, -that Men ſhould fee 


4 A hole curthrough mine Ear ; 


If others will aſcertain me 
They'll hang a Fewel there. 
50, Juſt thus 1.15; we ſuffer here, 


For him-alittle pain, | 
.Who, when he doth again appeas 
Will with him let us reign. 


As 
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8 Priſon Meditations: 

$I- Ifall muſt either dye for ſim 
A Death thar's natural; þ 

Or elſe for Chriſt; *cis beſt with him, 
Who for the 1aft doth fall. 

$2. Who now dare ſay, we throw away 
Our Goods or Liberty, 

When God's moſt holy Word doth ſay 
We gain thus much thereby. 

$3. Hark yet again, you carnal Men, 
And hear whar I ſhall ſay 

In your own Dfale&, and then 
I']l you no longer \tly.. 

$4. You talk ſomerjmes of, Valour much, . 
And count ſuch bravely man'd, 

That will nor ſtfck to have a tutch” 
With any in the Land. 

$8...If theſe be worth commending, then, 
That vainly ſhew their might ; 

How dare you blame thoſe holy Men 
That 1n God's quarrel fight? 


46, Though you dare crack. aCowards Crown, 


Or quarrel for a Pin; 
Youdare not onthe Wicked frown, 
| Nor ſpeak againſt their ſin. 

$7. Forial{ your Spirits are fo ſtout, .._ 

For matters that are vain : t 
Yet fm beſets you round about, 
You are in Satar's chain. 
s8. You dare not for the Truth engage, 

- Youquake at Priſonment 3 | 
* You dare not make the Tree your ſtagy- 

: For Chriſt that King potent. INI 
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| © 60, Theſe be the Men that God doth count 


4” Alſo the Devils firy darts, 


F They overcome then moſt of all, + 


1 


— 


| Prifon Meditations, '9 


59. Know then true Valourchere dcth dwell 
| Where Men engage for God, 
Againſt the Devil, Death and Hell, 
And bear the Wickeds rod. 


Of high and noble Mind 3 

Theſe be the Men thatdo ſarmount 0 
VVhat you m Nature find. 

61. Firſt they do conquer their own Hearts, 
All wortdly fears, and then 


And perſecuting Men. , 
62, They __ when tliey thus do fall, 
They kill when they do dy: 


And get the Vidory, | 
63. The worldling underſtinds not this, 
"Tis clear out of his fight : | 
[Therefore he counts this world his bliſs, 
And doth our Glory ſhght. .. 
64. The Lubber knows not how to ſpring 
The nimble Foot-man's ſtage ; 
Neither can Owls, or Jack-Daws ſmg 
If they were in the Cage. 
65. The Swine doth not the Pearls regard, * | 
Bur them doth flight for Gratns, 
Though the wiſe Merchant labours hard F 
For them with greateſt pains, 
66, Conlider Man, whar'T have faid, 
And judge of things aright ; 
When all mens Cards are fully plaid, 
Whoſe will abide the Light ? 
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67. Will thiſe, who have us hither caſt ? 
| * Ortheywhodo usſcotn? | 
Or thoſe who do our Houſes waſt ? 
Or us, who this have born ? 
68. And let us count thoſe things the beſt 
That beſt will prove art laſt ; 
And count ſuch Men the only bleſt, 
Thar do ſuch things hold faſt. 
69. And what though they us dear do coſt, 
Yet let us buy them ſo; 
We ſhall not count our labour loſt 
When we ſee others woe. 
70. And let Saints be no longer blam'd 
By carnal Policy ; 
But let the Wicked be aſham'd 
Of their Malignity, 


—  —— 


